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To ruf READER, 


Gentilęe or Gentle. 


E HAVE (for once) adventured 
to play the midwife's part, help- 
ing to. bring forth theſe infants. 
into the world, which the father 
would have ſmothered ; who, 
having left them lapt up in looſe 
ſheets as ſoon as his fancy was 
delivered of them, written, eſpe- 
_ cially for his private recreation, 
to paſs away the time in the 
country, and by the forcible re- 
queſt of friends drawn from 
A 2 him, 


[ iv ] 


him, yet paſſing ſeverally from 
hand to hand in written copies, 
'grew at length to be a pretty 
number in a little volume and 


among ſo many ſundry diſperſed 


tranſcripts, ſome very imperfect 


and ſurreptitious had like to 


have paſt the preſs, if the Author 
had not uſed ſpeedy - means of 
prevention ; when, perceiving 


the hazard he ran to be wronged, 


was willingly willing to let them 


paſs as now they appear to the 


world. 


If any faults have 
eſcaped the preſs (as few books 
can be printed without) impoſe 
them not on the Author 1 intreat 


thee, 


1 * 1 

thee, but rather impute them to 
mine and the printer's overſight, 
who ſeriouſly promiſe, on the 
re- impreſſion hereof, by greater 
care and diligence, for this our 
former default, to make thee 
ample ſatisfaction. In the mean 


while I remain, 


Thine, 


Ep. BLouNT. 


[vii] 
ADVERTISEMENT. 


AS this entertainin g little Book 
is become rather ſcarce, and is 
replete with ſo much good ſenſe 
and genuine humour, which, 
though in part adapted to the 
times when it firſt appeared, 
ſeems on the whole by no means 
inapplicable to any æra of man- 
kind, the Editor conceives, that 
there needs little apology for 
the republication. A farther 
inducement is, his having from 
very good authority lately diſ- 
covered, that theſe CHARAC- 
TERS (hitherto known only 
under 
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under the title of Blount's,) 
were actually drawn by the able 
pencil of Joun EARLE, who 
was formerly Bifhop of Sarum, 
having been tranſlated to that 
ſee from Worceſter, A. D. 1663. 
and died at Oxford 1665. 
Iſaac Walton, in his Life of 
Hocker, (p. 2a 5,) delineates the 
character of the ſaid an 
Prelate. 

It appears ee 8 
Athen. Oxon. V. 2, under the 
life of Biſhop Earle, that this 
bock was firſt of all publiſhed : 
at London in 1628, under the 
name of Edward Blount, 
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6 Is a man in a ſmall letter, yet the 
| beſt copy of Adam before he taſted 
of Eve, or the Apple; and he is 

happy, whole {mall practice in the 

world, can only write this character. 

He is Nature's freſh picture newly 
drawn in 01), which rime, and much 

B handling, 
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handling, dims and defaces. His 
ſoul is yet a white paper unſcrib- 


bled with obſervations of the world, 
wherewith, at length, it becomes a 


blurred note- book. He is purely 
happy, becauſe he knows no evil, 
nor hath made means, by ſin, to be 
acquainted with miſery, He ar- 
rives not at the miſchief of being 
wiſe, nor endures evils to come, by 


foreſeeing them. He kiſſes and 


loves all, and when the ſmart of the 


rod is paſt, ſmiles on his beater. 


Nature and his parents alike dandle 
him, and entice him on, with a bait 
of ſugar, to a draught of worm- 
wood. He plays yet, like a young 
apprentice the firſt day, and is not 
come to his taſk of melancholy. 


His hardeſt labour is his tongue, 


as if he were loth to uſe fo deceitful. 
an organ; and he is beſt company 
| with 
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with it, when he can but prattle, 
We laugh at his fooliſh ſports, 
but his game is our earneſt; and 
his drums, rattles, and hobby- 
horſes, but the emblems and mock- 
ing of mens buſineſs. His father 
hath writ him as his own little ſtory, 
wherein he reads thoſe days of life 
that he cannot remember; and ſighs. 
to ſee what innocence he hath out- 
lived. The older he grows, he is a 
ſtair lower from God; and, like 
his firſt father, much worlſe in his. 
breeches. He is the Chriſtian's _ 
example, and the old man's relapſe: 

the one imitates his pureneſs, the 

other falls into his ſimplicity, Could 
he put off his body with his little 
coat, he had got eternity without a 


burthen, and exchanged but one 
heaven for another. 


B 2 II. A 
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II. 


A YOUNG RAW PREACHER 


Is a bird not yet fledged, that hath 


hopp'd out of his neſt to be chirp- _ 


ing on a hedge, and will be ſtrag- 


ling abroad at what peril ſoever. 


His backwardneſs in the Univerſity 
hath ſet him thus forward : for had 
he not truanted there, he had not 
been ſo haſty a Divine. His ſmall 
ſtanding and time, hath made him a 


proficient only in boldneſs, out of 


which, and his table-book, he is 


furniſhed for a Preacher. His col- 


lections of ſtudy are the notes of 
ſermons, which, taken up at St. 
Mary's, he utters in the country ; 
and if he write Brachigraphy, his 
ſtock is ſo much the better. His 
writing is more than his reading; 

for 
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for he reads only what he gets with- 


out book. Thus accompliſhed, he 
comes down to his friends, and his 
firſt ſalutation is grace and peace 


out of the pulpit. His prayer is 
conceited, and no man remembers 
his college more at large. The pace 


of his ſermon is a full career, and he 
runs wildly over hill and dale, till 
the clock ſtop him. The labour of 
it is chiefly in his lungs: and the 
only thing he hath made of himſelf, 
is the faces. He takes on againſt 
the Pope without mercy, and has a 
jeſt ſtill. in lavender. for Bellarmine. 


Let he preaches hereſy, if it comes 


in his way, though with a mind, I 
muſt needs ſay, very orthodox. His 
action is all paſſion, and his ſpeech 
interjections. He has an excellent 


faculty in bemoaning the people, 
and ſpits with a very good grace. 


B 3 His 
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His ſtile is compounded of ſome 
twenty ſeveral mens, only his body 
imitates ſome one extraordinary. 

He will not draw his handkerchief 
out of his place, nor blow his noſe 
without diſcretion. His commen- 
dation is, that he never looks upon 
books, and indeed he was never 
uſed to it. He preaches but once 
in a year, though twice on a Sunday: 
for the ſtuff is ſtill the ſame, only 
the dreſſing a little altered. He has 
more tricks with a ſermon, than a 
taylor with an old cloak to turn it 
and piece it, and at laſt quite diſ- 
guiſe it with a new preface. If he 
have waded further in his profeſ- 
ſion, and would ſhew reading of his 
own, his authors are Poſtils, and 
his ſchool-divinity a catechiſm. 
His faſhion and demure habit, gets 
him in with ſome town preciſian, 

| | and 
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and makes him a gueſt on Friday 
nights. You ſhall know him by 
his narrow velvet cape, and ſerge 
facing, and his ruff, next his hair, 
the ſhorteſt thing about him. The 
companion of his walk is ſome 
zealous tradeſman, whom he aſton- 
iſheth with ſome ſtrange points, 
2 which they both underſtand alike. 

His friends, and much painfulneſs, 
may prefer him to thirty pounds a 
year, and this means to a chamber- 
maid, with whom we will leave 
him now in the bonds of wedlock. 
Next Sunday you ſhall have him 


ga gain. 
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$ III. 

1 A GRAVE DIVINE . 
4 Is one that knows the burden of 
his calling, and hath ſtudied to 
1} make 
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make his ſhoulders ſufficient : for 
which he hath not been haſty to 
launch forth of his port, the Uni- 
verſity, but expected the ballaſt of 
learning, and the wind of opportu- 
nity. Divinity is not the begin- 
ing, but the end of his ſtudies, to 
which he takes the ordinary ſtair, 
and makes the arts his way. He 
counts it not profaneneſs to. be po- 
liſhed with humane reading, or to 
ſmooth his way, by Ariſtotle, to 
fchool divinity. He has ſounded both 
religions, and anchored 1n the beſt, 
and is a Proteſtant out of judgment, 
not faction; not becauſe his coun- 
try, but his reaſon, is on this ſide. 
The Miniſtry 1s his choice, not re- 
fuge; and yet the pulpit not his 
itch, but fear. In his diſcourſe 
there is ſubſtance, not all rhetoric, 
and he utters more things than 

words, 
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he is not ceremonious, but thinks 
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words. His ſpeech is not helped 


with enforced action, but the matter 
acts itſelf. He ſhoots all his medi- 
tations at one butt ; and beats upon 
his text, not the cuſhion, making 
his hearers, not the pulpit, groan. 
In citing of popiſh errors, he cuts 


them with arguments, not cudgels 


them with barren invectives; and 


labours more to ſhew the truth of 


his cauſe, than his ſpleen. His ſer- 


mon is limited by the method, not 


the hour-glaſs; and his devotion 
goes along with him out of the pul- 
pit. He comes not up thrice a week, 
becauſe he would not be idle, nor 
talks three hours together, becauſe 


he would not talk nothing: but his 


tongue preaches at fit times, and 
his converſation is the every day's 
exerciſe, In matters of ceremony 


he 
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he owes that reverence to the church 
to bow his judgment to it, and 
makes more conſcience of ſchiſm, 
than a ſurplice. He eſteems the 
church's hierarchy as the church's 
glory; and however we jar with 
Rome, would not have our confu- 
ſion diſtinguiſh us. In ſymoniacal 
purchaſes he thinks his ſoul goes in 
the bargain, and is loath to come 
by promotion ſo dear: yet his worth 
at the length advances him, and the 
price of his own merit buys him a 


living. He is no baſe grater of 


tythes, and will not wrangle for the 
odd egg. The lawyer is the only 
man he hinders; he is ſpited for 
taking up quarrels. He is a main 
pillar of the church, though not yet 

Dean nor Canon; and his life, our 
religion's beſt apology. His death 
is his laſt ſermon, where, in the pul- 


: pit 
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pit of his bed, he inſtructs men to 
die by his example. 


IV. 
A MERE DULL PHYSICIAN. 


His practice 1s ſome buſineſs at 
bed-ſides, and his ſpeculation an _ 
urinal, He is diſtinguiſhed from 
an Emperic by a round velvet cap 
and Doctor's gown, yet no man takes 
degrees more ſuperfluouſly, for he 
is Doctor howſoever. He is ſworn 
to Galen and Hippocrates, as Uni- | 
\ verſity men to their ſtatutes, though | 
they never ſaw them, and his diſ- | 
courſe is all aphoriſms, though his 
reading be only Alexis of Piemont, 
or the regimen of health. The beſt 
cure he has done is upon his own 
purſe, which, from a lean ſicklineſs, 
he 
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he hath made luſty and in fleſh. 
His learning conſiſts much in reck- 
oning up the hard names of diſeaſes, 
and the ſuperſcriptions of gallipots 
in his apothecary's ſhop, which are 
ranked in his ſhelves, and the Doc- 
tor's memory. He is indeed only 
languaged in diſeaſes, and ſpeaks 
Greek many times when he knows 
not. If he have been but a by- 
ſtander at ſome deſperate recovery, 
he is ſlandered with it, though he be 
guiltleſs; and this breeds his repu- 
tation, and that his practice; for his 
ſkill is merely opinion. Of all odours 
he likes beſt the ſmell of urine, 
and holds Veſpaſian's rule, That no 
gain is unſavoury. If you ſend this 
once to him, you muſt reſolve to be 
ſick howſoever, for he will never 
leave examining your water, till he 
hath ſhaked it into a diſeaſe. Then 

fol- 
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follows a writ to his drugger in & 


ſtrange tongue, which he under- 


ſtands, though he cannot conſtrue. 
If he fee you himſelf, his preſence 
is the worſt viſitation ; for if he 
cannot heal your ſickneſs, he will 
be ſure to help ir. He tranſlates his 
apothecary's ſhop into your cham- 
ber, and the very windows and 
benches muſt take phyſic. He tells 
you your malady in Greek, though it 
be but a cold or head-ach, which, by 
good endeavour and diligence, he 
may bring to ſome moment indeed; 
his moſt unfaithful act is, that he 
leaves a man gaſping, and his pre- 


tence is, death and he have a quar- 


rel and muſt not meet; but his fear 
is, leſt the carcaſs ſhould bleed. 
Anatomies and other ſpectacles of 
mortality have hardened him, and 
he is no more ſtruck with a fu— 


is neral 
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neral than a grave- maker. Noble- 
men uſe him for a director of their 


ſtomachs, and ladies for wantonneſs, 


eſpecially if he be a proper man. 


If he be ſingle, he is in league with 


his ſhe-apothecary, and becauſe it 
is the phyſician, the huſband is pa- 
tient. If he have leiſure to be idle 


(that is, to ſtudy) he has a ſmatch at 


Alcumy, and is ſick of the philoſo- 
pher's ſtone, a diſeaſe incurable, but 
by an abundant phlebotomy of the 
purſe. His two main oppoſites are 
a mountebank and a good woman, 
and he never ſhews his learning ſo 
much as in an invective againſt them 
and their boxes. In concluſion, he 
is a ſucking conſumption, and a 
very brother to the worms, for they 
are both engendered out of man's 
corruption. 


V. AN 
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AN ALDERMAN. | 


He is venerable in his gown, more 
in his beard, wherewith he ſets not 
forth ſo much his own as the face 
of a city. You muſt look on him 
as one of the town gates, and con- 
ſider him not as a body, but a cor- 
poration, His eminency above 
others hath made him a man of 
worſhip, for he had never been pre- 
ferred, but that he was worth thou- 
ſands. He over-ſees the common- 
wealth, as his ſhop, and it is an ar- 
gument of his policy, that he has 
thri ven by his craft. He is a rigo- 


rous magiſtrate in his ward; yet his 


ſcale of juſtice is ſuſpected, leſt it 


be like the balances in his ware 


houſe. A ponderous man he is, and 
ſubſtantial ; for his weight is com- 
S monly 
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- monly extraordinary, and in his 
preferment, nothing riſes ſo much 
as his belly. His head is of no 
great depth, yet well furniſhed ; 
when it is in conjunction with his 
brethren, may bring forth a city 
apophthegm, or ſome ſuch ſage 
matter. He. is one that will not 
haſtily run into error, for he treads 
with great deliberation, and his 
judgment conſiſts much in his pace. 


His diſcourſe is commonly the an- 


nals of his mayoralty, and what 
good government there was in the 
days of his gold chain; though his 


door-poſts were the only things that 


ſuffered reformation. He ſeems not 
ſincerely religious, eſpecially on ſo- 
lemn days, for he comes oft to 
church to make a ſhew. He is the 
higheſt ſtair of his profeſſion, and 
an example to his trade—what in 
8 


n 
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time they. may come to. He makes 
very much of his authority, but 
more of his ſattin doublet, which, 
though of good years, bears: its age 
very well, and looks freſh. every 
Sunday; but his ſcarlet gown is a 
monument, and laſts from 8 
tion to generation. 


Dr prepreg 
3 
A DISCONTENTED MAN 


Is one that is fallen out with the 
world, and will be revenged on 
himſelf. Fortune has denied him 
ſomething, and he now takes pet, 
and will be miſerable in deſpite. 
The root of his diſeaſe is a ſelf- 
humouring pride, and accuſtomed 
tenderneſs, not to be croſſed in his 
fancy: and the occaſions commonly 

1 one 
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one of theſe three: a hard father, a 
peeviſh wench, or his ambition 
thwarted. He conſidered not the na- 
ture of the world till he felt it, and all 
blows fall on him heavier, becauſe 
they light not firſt on his expectation. 
He has now forgone all but his 
pride, and is yet vain-glorious in 
the oſtentation of his melancholy. 
His compoſure of himſelf, is a 
ſtudied careleſſneſs with his arms 
acroſs, and a neglected hanging of 
his head and cloak, and he is as 
great an enemy to a hat-band, as 
Fortune. He quarrels at the time, 
and up-ſtarts, and ſighs at the ne- 
glect of men of parts, that is, ſuch 
as himſelf. His life is a perpetual 
ſatire, and he is ſtill girding the age's 
vanity; when this very anger ſhews 
he too much eſteems it. He is 
much diſpleaſed to ſee men merry, 

and 
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and wonders what they can find to 
laugh at. He never draws his own 
lips higher than a ſmile, and frowns 
wrinkle him before forty. He at 
the laſt falls into that deadly me- 


lancholy to be a bitter hater of men, 


and is the moſt apt companion for 
any miſchief, He is the ſpark that 


one of theſe, either Friar, Traitor, 
or Madman. 


VII. 


Ax AnT1Quary.. 


Hz is a man ſtrangely thrifty of 


time paſt, and an enemy indeed to 


his maw, whence he fetches out 


many things when they are now all 


rotten 


kindles the common - wealth, and 
the bellows himſelf to blow it, and 
if he turn any thing, it is commonly 
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rotten and ſtinking. He is one that 
hath that unnatural diſeaſe to be 


enamoured of old age, andwrinkles, 


and loves all things (as Dutchmen 
do cheeſe)- the better for being 
mouldy and worm- eaten. He is of 
our religion, becauſe we ſay it is 
moſt ancient; and yet a broken 
ſtatue would almoſt make him an 
idolater. A great admirer he is of 
the ruſt of old monuments, and reads 
only thoſe characters, where time 


hath eaten out the letters. He will 


go you forty miles to ſee a ſaint's 
well, or ruined abbey; and if there 
be but a croſs, or ſtone foot - ſtool in 
the way, he'll be conſidering it ſo 
long, till he forget his journey. 
His eſtate conſiſts much in ſhekels, 
and Roman coins, and he hath more 
pictures of Cæſar, than James or 
Elizabeth. Beggars cozen him with 
35 705 muſty 
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muſty things which they have raked 
from dung-hills, and he preſerves 
their rags for precious relicks. He 
loves no library, but where there 
are more ſpiders volumes than au- 
thors, and looks with great admira- 
tion on the antique work of cob- 
webs. Printed books he contemns, 
as a novelty of this latter age; but 
a manuſcript he pores on everlaſt- 
ingly, eſpecially if the cover be all 


moth-eaten, and the duſt make a 


parentheſis between every ſyllable. 
He would give all the books in his 
ſtudy (which are rarities all) for one 
of the old Roman binding, or fix 
lines of Tully in his own hand. 


His chamber is hung commonly 


with ſtrange beaſts ſkins, and 1s a 
kind of charnel-houſe of bones ex- 
traordinary, and his diſcourſe upon 
A if you will hear him, ſhall laſt 

longer. 
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longer. His very attire is that 
which is the eldeſt out of faſhion, 
and you may pick a criticiſm out of 
his breeches. He never looks upon 
himſelf till he is grey haired, and 
then he is pleaſed. with his own an- 
tiquity. His grave does not fright 
him, for he has been uſed to ſepul- 
chres; and he likes death the better, 
becauſe it gathers him to his fathers. 


VIII. 


A YOUNGER BROTHER. 


Hs elder brother was the Eſau, 
that came out firſt and left him like 
Jacob at his heels. His father has 
done with him, as Pharoah to the 
children of Iſrael, that would have 
them make brick and give them no 

ſtraw; 


a 
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ſtraw 3 fo he taſks him to be a gen- 
tleman, and leaves him nothing to 
maintain it. The pride of his houſe 


has undone him, which the elder's 


knighthood muſt ſuſtain, and his 


beggery, that knighthood. His 


birth, and bringing up, will not 
ſuffer him to deſcend to the means 
to get wealth; but he ſtands at the 
mercy of the world, and which is 
worſe, of his brother. He is ſome- 
thing better than the ſerving- men; 


yet they more ſaucy with him, than 


he bold with their maſter, who be- 
holds him with a countenance of 


ſtern awe, and checks him oftner 
than his liveries. His brother's old 


ſuits and he are much alike in re- 
queſt, and caſt off now and then one 
to the other. Nature has furniſned 
him with a little more wit upon 
compaſſion; for it is like to be his 


beſt 
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beſt revenue. If his annuity ſtretch 
ſo far, he is ſent to the Univerſity, 
and with great heart-burning takes 
upon him the miniſtry, as a profeſ- 
ſion he is condemned to by his ill 
fortune. Others take a more crooked 
path, yet the king's highway, where 
at length their vizard is plucked 
off, and they ſtrike fair for Tyburn: 
but their brother's pride, not love, 
gets them a pardon. His laſt refuge 
is the Low Countries, where rags 
and lice are no ſcandal, where he 
lives a poor gentleman of a com- 
pany, and dies without a ſhirt. The 
only thing that may better his for- 
tunes, is an art he has to make a 
gentlewoman, wherewith he baits 
now and then ſome rich widow that 
is hungry. after his blood. He is 
commonly diſcontented and deſpe- 
rate, and the form of his exclama- 


tion 
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tion is, That churl my brother. 
He loves not his country, for this 


unnatural cuſtom, and would have 
long ſince revolted to the Spaniard, 
but for Kent only, which he holds 
in admiration. e 


. 
1. 


A MERE FORMAL MAN 


Is ſomewhat more than the ſhape 


of a man, for he has his length, 
breadth, and colour. When you 


have ſeen his outſide, you have 


looked through him, and need em- 
ploy your diſcovery no further. 
His reaſon is merely example, and 

his action 1s not guided by his un- 
derſtanding, but he ſees other men 


do thus, and he follows them. He 
D | 18 
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is a negative, for we cannot call him 
a wiſe man, but not a fool; nor an 
honeſt man, but not a knave; nor 
a Proteſtant, but not a Papiſt. The 
chief burden of his brain 1s the car- 
riage of his body, and the ſetting of 
his face in a good frame, which he 
performs the better, becauſe he 1s 
not disjointed with other medita- 
tions. His religion is a good quiet 
ſubject, and he prays as he ſwears, 
in the phraſe of the land. He is a 
fair gueſt, and a fair inviter, and 
can excuſe his good cheer in the 
accuſtomed apology. He has ſome 
faculty in mangling of a rabbit, 
and the diſtribution of his morſel 
to a neighbour-trencher. He ap- 
prehends a jeſt by ſeeing men ſmile, 
and laughs orderly himſelf, when it 
comes to his turn. His diſcourſe 
is the news he hath gathered in his 

| | walk, 
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walk, and for other matters his diſ- 
cretion 1s, that he will only what he 
can, that is, ſay nothing. His life 
is like one that runs to the Minſter 
Walk, to take a turn or two, and 
ſo paſſes. He hath ſtaid in the 
world to fill a number; and when 


he is gone, there wants one, and 


there's an end. 
See. 
> 
A Cyurcn PAPIST 


Is one that parts his religion be- 
twixt his conſcience and his purſe, 
and comes to church not to ſerve 


God, but the King. The face of 


the law makes him wear the maſk. 
of the goſpel, which he uſes not as 
a means to ſave his ſoul, but charges. 

; D 2 He 
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He loves Popery well, but 1s loth 
to loſe by it; and though he be 
ſomething ſcared with the bulls of 
Rome, yet they are far off, and he 
is ſtruck with more terror at the 
Apparitor. Once a month he pre- 
ſents himſelf at the church, to keep 
off the church-warden, and brings 
in his body to ſave his bail. He 
kneels with the congregation, but 
prays by himſelf, and aſks God for- 
giveneſs for coming thither, If he 
be forced to ſtay out a ſermon, he 
puts his hat overhis eyes, and frowns 
out the hour; and when he comes 
home thinks to make amends for 

his fault, by abuſing the preacher. 

His main policy is to ſhift off the 
* communion, for which he is never 
unfurniſhed of a quarrel, and will 
be ſure to be out of charity at Eaſter; 

and indeed lies not, for he has a 
901 quarrel 
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quarrel to the neren He would 
make a bad martyr, and good tra- 


veller, for his conſcience is ſo large 


he could never wander out of it: 
and in Conſtantinople would be 
circumciſed with a reſervation. His 
wife is more zealous, and therefore 
more coſtly, and he abates her in 
attire whatſhe ſtands him in religion. 


But we leave him hatching plots 
againſt the State, and 2 


Spinola. 


UP UP) UP) UP) 1) 1 


XI. 


A SELF-CONCEITED MAN 


Is one that knows himſelf fo well 


that he does not know himſelf. 


Two excellent well- dones have un- 
done him: and he is guilty, that 
D 3 firſt 
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firſt commended him to madneſs. 
He is now become his own book, 
which he pores on continually, yet 
like a truant reader ſkips over the 
harſh places, and ſurveys only that 
which is pleaſant. In the ſpecula- 
tion of his own good parts, his eyes, 
like a drunkard's, ſee all double, 
and his fancy, like an old man's 
ſpectacles, make a greater letter in 
a ſmall print. He imagines every 
place where he comes his theatre, 
and not a look ſtirring, but his 
ſpectator; and conceives men's 
thoughts to be very idle, that is, 
buſy about him. His walk is ſtill 
in the faſhion of a march, and like 
his opinion unaccompanied, with 
his eyes molt fixed upon his own 
| perſon, or on others with reflection 
to himſelf, If he have done any 
thing that has paſt with applauſe, 
he” 


CHARACTERS. 31 


he is always re-acting it alone, and 
conceits the extacy his hearers were 
in at every period. His diſcourſe 
is all poſitions, and definitive de- 
crees, with © thus it muſt be, and 
© thus it is,“ and he will not humble 
his authority toprove it. His tenant 


is always fingular, and aloof from 
the vulgar as he can, from which 


you muſt not hope to wreſt him. 
He has an excellent humour for an 


Heretick, and in theſe days made 


the firſt Arminian. He prefers 
Ramus before Ariſtotle, and Para- 
celſus before Galen, and whoſoever 
with moſt paradox is commended, 


and Lipſius his hopping ſtile, before 
either Tully or Quintilian. He 
much pities the world, that has no 


more inſight in his parts, when he is 
too well diſcovered, even to his 
very thought, Aflatterer is a dunce 

to 
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to him, for he can tell him nothing 
but what he knows before, and yet 
he loves him too, becauſe he is like 
himſelf. Men are merciful to him, 
and let him alone, for if he be once 
driven from his humour, he 1s like 
two inward friends fallen out ; his 
own bitter enemy and diſcontent 
preſently makes a murtherer. In 
ſum, he is a bladder blown up with 
wind, which the leaſt flaw cruſhes 
to nothing. 


— 
XII. 


A TAVERN 


Is a degree (or, if you will) a pair 
of ſtairs above an alehouſe, where 
men are drunk with more credit and 
apology. If the vintner's noſe be 
| at 


CHARACTERS. 33 


at door, it is ſign ſufficient, but 
the abſence of this 1s ſupplied by 
the ivy-buſh. The rooms are ill 
breath'd, like the drinkers that have 
been waſhed well over night, and 
are ſmelt too faſting the next morn- 
ing ; not furniſhed with beds apt to 
be defiled, but more neceſſary im- 
plements, ſtools, table, and a cham- 
ber pot. It is a broacher of more 


news than hogſheads, and more jeſts 


than news, which are ſucked up 
here by ſome ſpungy brain, and 
from thence ſqueezedinto a comedy, 
Men come here to make merry, but 
indeed make a noiſe, and this muſic 


above is anſwered with the clinking 


below. The drawers are the civileſt 
people in it, men of good bringing 
up, and howſoever we eſteem of 
them, none can boaſt more juſtly 

of their high calling. *Tis the beſt 


theatre 
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theatre of nature where they are 
truly acted, not played, and the 
buſineſs, as in the reſt of the world 
up and down, to wit, from the bot- 
tom of the cellar to the great cham- 
ber. A melancholy man would find 
here matrer to work upon, to ſee 
heads as britcle as glaſſes, and ofter 
broken. Men come hither to quar- 
rel, and come hither to be made 
friends: and if Plutarch will lend 
me his ſimile, it is even Telephus's 
ſword that makes wounds, and cures 
them. It is the common conſump- 

tion of the afternoon, and the mur- 
therer or maker away of a rainy day. 
It is the torrid zone that ſcorches 
the face, and tobacco the gunpow- 
der that blows it up. Much harm 

would be done, if the charitable 
vintner had not water ready for 
theſe flames. A houſe of ſin you 
may 
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may call it, but not a houſe of 


darkneſs, for the candles are never 


out, and it is like thoſe countries 
far in the North, where it is as clear 


at mid- night as at mid-day. After 
a long ſitting, it becomes like a 


ſtreet in a daſhing ſhower, where 


the ſpouts are fluſhing above, and the 
conduits running below, while the 
Jordans, like ſwelling rivers, over- 
flow their banks. To give you the 
total reckoning of it, it is the buſy 
man's recreation, the idle man's 
buſineſs, the melancholy man's ſanc- 
tuary, the ſtranger's welcome, the 
Inns of Court man's entertainment, 
the ſcholar's kindneſs, and the citi- 
zen's courteſy. It is the ſtudy of 
ſparkling wits, and a cup of canary 
their brook, where we leave them. 
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XIII. 


— 


A To00-IDLY RESERVED MAN 


Is one that is a fool with diſcre- 
tion, or a ſtrange piece of politician, 
that manages the ſtate of himſelf. 
His actions are his privy counſel, 
wherein no man muſt partake be- 
ſide, He ſpeaks under rule and 
preſcription, and dares not ſhew his 
teeth without Machiavel. He con- 
verſes with his neighbours as he 
would in Spain, and fears an inqui— 
ſitive man as much as the Inquiſition. 
He ſuſpects all queſtions for exami- 
nations, and thinks you would pick 
ſomething out of him, and avoids 
you. His breaſt is like a gentle- 
woman's cloſet, which locks up 
every toy and trifle, or ſome Moun- 
tebank, that makes every ſtinking 

thing 
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thing a ſecret. He delivers you 
common matters with great conju- 
ration of ſilence, and whiſpers you 
in the ear, Acts of Parliament. You 
may as ſoon wreſt a tooth from him 
as a paper, and whatſoever he reads 
is letters, He dares not talk of 
great men for fear of bad comments, 
and he knows not how his words 
may be miſapplied. Aſkhis opinion, 
and he tells you his doubt : and he 


never hears any thing more aſtoniſh- 


edly than what he knows before. 
His words are like the cards at. 
Primiviſte, where 6 is 18, and 7 21, 
for they never ſignify what they 
ſound; but if he tell you he will do 
a thing, it is as much as if he ſwore 
he would not. He is one indeed 
that takes all men to be craftier 
than they are, and puts himſelf to a 
great deal of affliction to hinder 


= their 
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their plots and deſigns, where they 

mean freely. He has been long a 
riddle himſelf, but at laſt finds 
Oedipuſes; for his over- acted diſſi- 
mulation diſcovers him, and men 
do with him as they would with 
Hebrew letters, ſpell him backward, 

and read him well. 


| PA GK UR 
XIV. 
A SHARK 


Is one, whom all other means have 
failed, and he now lives of himſelf. 
He is ſome needy caſhiered fellow, 
whom the world has oft flung off, 
yet ſtill claſps again, and is like one 
drowning, faſtens upon any thing 
that 1s next at hand; amongſt other 
of his ſhipwrecks, he has happily 
loſt 


* 
* 


his long ſtay, forgives him. When 
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loſt ſhame, and his want ſupplies 
him. No man puts his brain to 


more uſe than' he, for his life is a 


daily invention, and each meal anew 
ſtratagem. He has an excellent 
memory for his acquaintance ; 


though there paſt but © How do you 


betwixt them ſeven years ago, it 
ſhall ſuffice for an embrace, and 
that for money. He offers you a 
pottle of ſack out of his joy to ſee 
you, and in requital of this cour- 
teſy you can do no- leſs than pay 
for it. He is fumbling with his 
purſe ſtrings, as a ſchool-boy with 
his points, when he is going to be 
whipt, till the raſter, 'weaty: with 


the reckoning. is paid, he ſays it 
mult not be ſo, it is ſtraight pacified, 


and eries, what remedy. His bor- 
rowings are like ſubſidies, each man 


355 E 2 aſhil- 
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a ſhilling or two, as he can well 
diſpend, which they lend him, not 
with a hope to be repaid, but that 
he will come no more. He holds 
a ſtrange tyranny over men, for he 
1s their debtor, and they fear him 
as a creditor. He is proud of any 
employment, though it be but to 
to carry commendations, which he 
will be ſure to deliver at eleven of 
the clock. They in courteſy bid 
him ſtay, and he in manners cannot 
deny. them. If he find but a good 
look to aſſure his welcome, he be- 
comes their half - boarder, and haunts 
the threſhold ſo long, till he forces 
good natures to the neceſſity of a 
quarrel. Public invitations he will 
not wrong with his abſence, and is 
the beſt witneſs of the ſheriff's hoſ- 
pitality. Men ſhun him at length 
as they would do an infection, and 
| he 
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he is never croſſed in his way, if 
there be but a lane to eſcape him. 
He has done with the age as his 
clothes to him, hung on as long as 
he could, and at laſt drops off. 


apr pr pew 


XV. 


A CARRIER ; 


13 his own hackney- man, for ki 
lets himſelf out to travel as well as 
his horſes. He is the ordinary am- 
baſſador between friend and friend, 
and brings rich preſents to the one, 
but never returns any. back again. 
He is no unlettered man, though in 
thew ſimple, for queſtionleſs he has 
much in his budget, which he can 
utter too in fit time and place. He 
is the vault in Gloſter church; that 

E; nn. 


conveys whiſpers at a diſtance; for 
he takes the ſound out of your 
mouth at York, and makes it to be 
heard as far as London. He is the 
young Student's joy and expecta- 
tion, and the moſt accepted gueſt, 
to whom they lend a willing hand 
to diſcharge him of his burthen. 
His firſt greeting is, Your friends 
are well; then in a piece of gold 
delivers their bleſſing, You would 
think him a churliſh blunt fellow, 
but they find in him many tokens 
of humanity. He is a great afflicter 
of the highway, and beats them out 
of meaſure; which injury is ſome- 
times revenged by the purſe-taker; 
and then the voyage miſcarries. 
No man domineers more in his inn, 
nor calls his hoſt unreverently with 
more preſumption, and this arro- 
gance proceeds out of the ſtrength 
© Xx of 
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of his horſes. He forgets not his 


load where he takes his eaſe, for he 


is drunk commonly before he goes 


to bed. He is like the prodigal 
child, ſtill packing away, and ſtill 


returning again. But let him paſs. 
I | 4 t * | 
VI.. 


AN oLD CoLLEGE BUTLER 


Is none of the worſt ſtudents in 


the houſe, for he keeps the ſet hours 
at his book more duly than any. 
His authority is great over men's 
good names, which he charges many 


times with ſhrewd aſperſions, which 


they hardly wipe off without pay- 
ment. His box and counters prove 
him to be a man of reckoning; yet 


he is ſtricter in his accounts than 
| | an 
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an vſurer, and deliver not a farthing 
without writing. He doubles the 
pain of Gallobelgicus, for his hooks 
go out once a quarter, and they are 
much in the ſame nature, brief 
notes and ſums. of affairs, and are 
out of requeſt as ſoon. His comings 
in are like- a taylor's, from the 
ſhreds of bread, the chippings, and 
remnant of the-broken cruſts: ex- 
cepting his. vails from the barrel, 
which poor folks buy for their 
hogs; but drink themſelves. He 
divides a half-penny loaf with more 
ſubtilty than Keckerman, and ſub- 
divides the a primo ortum ſo nicely, 
that a ſtomach of great capacity can 
hardly apprehend it. He 1s a very 
ſober man, conſidering his manifold 
temptations of drink and ſtrangers, 
and if he be overſeen, tis within 
his own liberties, and no man ought 
q to 
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to take exceptions. He is never ſo 
well pleaſed with his place, as when 
a gentleman is beholding to him 
for ſhewing him the buttery, whom 


he greets with a cup of ſingle beer | 


and ſliced manchet, and tells him 
'tis the faſhion of the College. He 
domineers over freſhmen, when they 
firſt come to hatch, and puzzles 
them with ſtrange language of Cues 
and Cees, and ſome broken Latin, 
which he has learnt at his bin. His 
faculty extraordinary is, the warm- 


ing of a pair of cards, and telling 


out a dozen of counters for poſt 
and pair, and no man is more me- 
thodical in theſe buſineſſes. Thus 
he ſpends his age, till the tap of it 
is run out, and then a freſh one is 
ſet abroach. 15 


XVII. An 
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XVII. 


AN UP-START COUNTRY 
KNIGHT. | 


H IS honour was ſomewhat pre- 
poſterous, for he bore the king's 
{word before he had arms to wield 
it; yet being once laid over the 
ſhoulder with a knighthood, he finds 
the herald his friend. His father 
was a man of good ſtock, though 
but a tanner, or uſurer; he pur- 
chaſed the land, and his ſon the 
title. He has doft off the name of 
a clown, but the look not ſo caſy, 
and his face bears ſtill a reliſh of 
churn'd milk. He is guarded with 
more gold lace, than all the gentle- 
men of the country, yet his body 
makes his clothes ſtill out of faſhion. 
His houſe-keeping is ſeen much in 

TY | the 
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the diſtin families of dogs, and 


ferving-men attendants on their 
kennels, and the deepneſs of their 
throats is the depth of his diſcourſe. 


A hawk he eſteems the true burthen 


of nobility, and is exceeding ambi- 
tious to ſeem delighted in the ſport, 
and have his fiſt gloved with his 
jeſſes. A Juſtice of Peace he is 


'to domineer in his pariſh, and do 


his neighbour wrong with more 
right. And very ſcandalous he is 
in his authority, for no ſin almoſt 
which he will not commit. He will 


be drunk with his hunters for com- 
pany, and ſtain his gentility with 


droppings of ale. He is fearful of 


being Sheriff of the Shire by inſtinct, 
and dreads the aſſize week as much 


as the priſoner. In ſum, he is but 

a clod of his own earth; or his land 
is the dunghill, and he is the cock 
1 that 
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that crows over it. And commonly 
his race is quickly run, and his chil- 
dren's children, though they eſcape 
hanging, return to the place from 
whence they came. 


CL A AI ATA 
XVIII. 


A GALLANT 


Is one that is born and ſhaped for 
his clothes: and if Adam had not 
fallen, had lived to no purpoſe. 
He gratulates therefore the firſt 
ſin, and fig leaves that were an oc- | 
caſion of bravery. His firſt care is 
his dreſs, the next his body, and in 
the uniting of theſe two, lies his 
ſoul and its faculties. He obſerves 
London trulier than the Termers, 
and his buſineſs is the ſtreet, the 


ſtage, 
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ſtage, the court, and thoſe places 
where a proper man is beſt ſhown. 
If he be qualified in gaming extra- 
ordinary, he is ſo much the more 
gentile and compleat, and he learns 
the beſt oaths for the purpoſe. 
Theſe are a great part of his diſ- 
courſe, and he is as curious in their 
newneſs as the faſhion. His other 
talk is ladies and ſuch other pretty 
things, or ſome jeſt at a play. His 
pick-tooth bears a great part in his 
diſcourſe, ſo does his body; the 
upper parts whereof are as ſtarched 
as his linen, and perchance uſe the 
ſame laundreſs. He has learnt to 
ruffle his face from his boot, and 
takes great delight in his walk to 
hear his ſpurs gingle. Though his 
life paſs ſomewhat flidingly, yet he 
| ſeems very careful of the time, for 
he is ſtill drawing his watch out of 

F 1 his 
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his pocket, and ſpends part of his 
hours in numbering them. He is 
one never ſerious but with his tay- 
lor, when he is in conſpiracy for 
the next device, He 1s furniſhed 
with jeſts as ſome wanderer with 
ſermons, ſome three for all congre- 
oations, one eſpecially againſt the 
ſcholar, a man to him much ridicu- 
lous, whom he knows by no other 
definition but a filly fellow in black. 
He is a kind of walking mercer's 
ſhop, and ſhews you one ſtuff to- 
day, and another to-morrow, an 
ornament to the rooms he comes 
In, as the fair bed and hangings be; 
and is merely rateable accordingly, 
fifty or a hundred pound, as his 
fuit is. His main ambition is to 
get a knighthood, and then an old 
lady; which if he be happy in, he 
5 the ſtage and a coach ſo much 
8 longer. 
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longer. Otherwiſe himſelf and his 
clothes grow ſtale together, and he 
is buried commonly ere he dies, in 
the goal, or the country. 


See. 
XIX. 


A CoNS TABLE 


Is a vice-roy in the ſtreet, and no 
man ſtands more upon't that he is 
the king's officer. His juriſdiction 
extends to the next ſtocks, where he 
has commiſſion for the heels only, 
and ſets the reſt of the body at li- 
berty. He is a feare-crow to that 
ale-hoùſe where he drinks not his 
morning's draught, and apprehends 
a drunkard for not ſtanding in the 
king's name. Beggars fear him. 
more than the juſtice, and as much 
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as the whip-ſtock, whom he delivers 
over to his ſubordinate magiſtrates, 
the bridewell-man and the beadle. 
He is a great ſtickler in the tumults 
of double judges, and ventures his 
head by his place, which is broke 
many times to keep whole the 
peace. He is never ſo much in his 
Majeſty as in his night-watch, where 
he fits in his chair of ſtate, a ſnop- 
ſtall, and environed with a guard 
of halberts, examines all paſſengers. 
He is a very careful man in his of- 
fice, but if he ſtay up after mid- 
night, you ſhall take him napping. 


ET 
; XX. 
A DOWN-RIGHT SCHOLAR 


27 Is one that has much learning in 
the ore, unwrought and untried, 
| which 
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which time and experience faſhions 
and refines. He is good metal in 
the inſide, though rough and un- 
ſcoured without, and therefore hated 
of the courtier, that is quite con- 
trary. The Time has got a vein of 
making him ridiculous, and men 
laugh at him by tradition; and no 
unlucky abſurdity, but is put upon 
his profeſſion, and done like a 
ſcholar. But his fault is only this, 
that his mind is ſomewhat too much 
taken up with his mind, and his 
thoughts not loaden with any car- 
riage beſides. He has not put on 
the quaint garb of the age, which 
is now become a man's total. He 
has not humbled his meditations 
to the induſtry of compliment, nor 
afflicted his brain in an elaborate 
leg. His body 1s not ſet -upon nice 
Pins, to be turning and flexible for 
$3 every 
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every motion, but his ſcrape is 
homely and his nod worſe. He can- 
not kifs his hand and cry Madam, 


nor talk idly enough to bear her 


company. His ſmacking of a gen- 
tle woman is ſomewhat roo ſavoury, 
and he miſtakes her noſe for her lip. 
A very woodcock would puzzle him 


in carving, and he wants the logick 


of a capon, He has not the glib 
faculty of ſliding over a tale, but 
his words come ſqueamifhly out of 
his mouth, and the laughter com- 
monly before the Jeſt. He names 


this word © College? too often, and 


his diſcourſe bears too much on the 
Univerſity. The perplexity of man- 
nerlineſs will not let him feed, and 


he is ſharp ſet at an argument when 


he ſhould cut his meat. He is diſ- 
carded for a gameſter at all games 
but one-and-thirty, and at tables he 
reaches 
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reaches not beyond doublets. His 


fingers are not long, and drawn out 
to handle a fiddle, but his fiſt is 


_ clutch'd with the habit of diſputing. 


He afcends a horſe ſomewhat ſiniſ- 
terly, though not on the left ſide, 


and they go both jogging in grief | 


together. He is exceedingly cen- 
ſured by the Inns of Court men, for 


that heinous vice being out of 


faſhion. He cannot ſpeak to a dog 


in his own dialect, and underſtands 
Greek better than the language of 
a falconer. He has been uſed to a 
dark room, and dark clothes, and 
his eyes dazzle. at a ſattin doublet. 


The hermitage of his ſtudy has 


* 
* 


made him ſomewhat uncouth in the 
world, and men make him worſe 
by ſtaring on him. Thus he is filly 


and ridiculous, and it continues 


with him for ſome quarter of a year, 
out 


1 
1 
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out of the Univerſity. But practiſe 
him a little in men, and bruſh him 
over with good company, and he 
ſhall out-ballance thoſe gliſterers 
as much as a ſolid ſubſtance does a 
feather, or gold, gold lace. 


BA WP WAN 


XXI. 


A PLAYER. 


Her knows the right uſe of the 
world, wherein he comes to play a 
part and fo away. His life is not 
idle, for it is all action, and no man 
need be more wary in his doings, 
for the eyes of all men are upon 
him. His profeſſion has in it a kind 
of contradiction, for none is more 
diſliked, and yet none more ap- 
plauded, and he has this misfortune 


. "Ie [I 
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of ſome ſcholar, too much wit 
makes him a fool. He is like our 
painting gentlewomen, ſeldom in 
his own face, ſeldomer in his clothes, 
and he pleaſes the better he coun- 
terfeits, except only when he is diſ- 
guiſed with ſtraw for gold lace. 
He does not only perſonate on the 
ſtage but ſometimes in the ſtreet, 
for he is maſked ſtill in the habit of 
a gentleman. His parts find him 
oaths and good words, which he 
keeps for his uſe and diſcourſe, and 
makes ſhew with them of a faſhion- 
able companion. He is tragical on 
the ſtage, but rampant in the trying- 
houſe, and ſwears oaths there which 
he never conn'd. The waiting- 
women ſpectators are over ears in 
love with him, and ladies ſend for 
him to act in their chambers. Your 
Inns of Court men were undone but 

for 
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for him; he is their chief gueſt and 
employment, and the ſole buſineſs 


that makes them afternoons men. 


The poet only is his tyrant, and he 
is bound to make his friend's friend 
drunk at his charges. Shrove- 
Tueſday he fears as much as the 
bawds, and Lent is more damage to 


him, than the butcher. He was 


never ſo much diſcredited as in one 
act, and that was of parliament, 
which gives hoitlers privilege be- 
fore him, for which he abhors it 
more than a corrupt jadge. But 


to give him his due, one well ſur- 


niſhed actor has enough in him for 
five common gentlemen, and if he 


have a good body for ſize, and for 


reſolution, he ſhall challenge any 
Cato, for it has been his practice to 
die bravely, 


XXII. A 
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XXII. 


A DETRACTOR 


I's one of a more cunning and 
ative envy, wherewith he gnaws 
not foohſhly himſelf, but throws it 
abroad and would have it bliſter 
others. He is commonly ſome weak 


pated fellow, and worſe minded, 


yet is ſtrangely ambitious to match 


others, not by mounting their worth, 


but bringing them down with his 
tongue to his own poorneſs, He is 


indeed like the red dragon that 
purſued the woman, for when he 
cannot over-reach another, he opens 


his mouth and throws a flood after, 
to drown him. You cannot anger 


him worſe than to do well, and he 
hates you more bitterly for this, 


than if you had cheated him of his 


patri- 
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patrimony with his own diſcredit. 
He is always lighting the general 
opinion, and wondering why ſuch 
and ſuch men ſhould be applauded. 
Commend a good Divine, he cries, 
Poſtilling; a Philologer, pedantry ; 
a Poet, rhyming; a School-man, 
dull wrangling; a Sharp Conceit, 
boyiſhneſs; an Honeſt Man, plauſi- 
bility. He comes to public things, 
not to learn, but to catch; and if 
there be but one ſoleciſm, that is 
all he carries away. He looks on 
all things with a prepared ſourneſs, 
and is ſtill furniſhed with a Piſh 
before hand, or ſome muſty proverb 
that diſreliſhes all things whatſoever. 
If fear of the company make him 
ſecond a commendation, it is like 


a law-writ, always with a clauſe 


and exception, or to ſmooth the 
way to ſome greater ſcandal, He 
will 
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will grant you ſomething, and abate 


more; and this abating ſhall in con- 


eluſion take away all he granted. 
His ſpeech concludes ſtill with an 
Oh but,” and I could wiſh one 
thing amended;' and this one thing 
ſhall be enough to deface all his 
former commendations. He will be 
very. inward with a man to fiſh 
ſome bad out of him, and make his 
ſlanders hereafter more authentic, 
when it is ſaid a friend reported it. 
He will inveigle you to naughtineſs 
to get your good name into his 
clutches, and make you drunk to 
ſhew you reeling. He paſſes the 
more plauſibly, becauſe all men 
have a ſmatch of his humour, and 
it is thought freeneſs, which is 


malice. If he can ſay nothing of 


a man, he will ſeem to ſpeak riddles, 
as if he could tell ftrange ſtories if 
by he. 


®* 
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he would; and when he has rack'd 
his invention to the uttermoſt, he 
ends: but I wiſh him well, and 
therefore muſt hold my peace. He 
is always liſtening and enquiring 

after men, and ſuffers not a cloak 
to paſs by him unexamined. In 


brief, he is one that has loſt all good 


himſelf, and 1s loath to find! it in 
another. 


XXIII. 


A MERE YouNG GENTLEMAN 


OF THE UNIVERSITY 


Is one that comes theny to wear a 
gown, and to ſay hereafter, he has 


been at the Univerſity. His father 
ſent him thither, becauſe he heard. 


there were che beſt fencing and 
5 dancing 
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dancing ſchools; from theſe he has 


his education; from his tutor the 


overſight. The firſt element of his 


knowledge is to be ſhewn the Col- 
leges, and initiated in a tavern by 


the way, which hereafter he will 
learn of himſelf. The two marks 


of his ſeniority, is the bare velvet of 
his gown, and his proficiency at 
Tennis, where, when he can once 
play a ſet, he is a Freſh-man no more. 
His ſtudy has commonly handſome 
ſhelves, his books neat filk ſtrings, 
which he ſhews to his father's man, 


and 1s loth to untie or take down 


for fear of miſplacing. Upon foul 
days, for recreation, he retires 
thither, and looks over the pretty 
book his tutor reads to him, which 
is commonly ſome ſhort hiſtory, or 


a piece of Euphormio; for which 


his tutor gives him money to ſpend 
G 2 next 
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next day. His main loitering is at 


the library, where he ſtudies arms, 


and turns a gentleman critic 1n pe- 


digrees. Of all things, he endures 


not to be miſtaken for a ſcholar, and 
hates a black ſuit, though it be of 


ſattin. His companion is ordina- 
rily ſome ſtale fellow, that has been 
notorious for gold hat- bands, whom 
he admires at firſt, afterwards ſcorns. 
If he have ſpirit or wit, he may light 
of better company, and may learn 
ſome flaſhes of wit which may do 
him knight's ſervice in the country 
hereafter. But he is now gone to 


the Inns of Court, where he ſtudies 


to forget what he learned before — 
his acquaintance, and the faſhion... 


XXIV. A 


"I 
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XXIV. 
A PoT PoET 


Is the dregs of wit; yet, mingled. 
with good drink, may have fome 
reliſh. His inſpirations are more 
real than others; for they do but 
feign a god, but he has his by him. 
His verſes run like the tap, and his 


invention as the barrel, ebbs and 
flows at the mercy of the ſpiggot. 


In thin drink he aſpires not above 
a ballad, but a cup of ſack inflames 
him, and ſets his muſe and noſe on 


fire together. The preſs is his mint, 


and ſtamps him now and then a ſix- 
pence or two, in reward of the baſer 
coin his pamphlet. His works 


would ſcarce ſell for three halfpence, 


though they are given oft for three 
ſhillings, but for the pretty titl S 
63 that 
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that allures the country gentleman ; 
and for which- the Printer main- 
tains him in ale a fortnight. His 
verſes are like his clothes, miſerable 
cantos and patches, yet their pace 
is not altogether ſo hobling- as an 
almanack. The death of a great 
man, or the burning of a houſe fur- 
niſh him with an argument, and 
the nine Muſes are out ſtrait in 
mourning gowns, and Melpomene 
cries, © fire, fire.' His other poems 
are but briefs. in rhyme, and like 
the poor Greeks collections to re- 
deem from captivity. He is a man 
now much employed in.commenda- 
tions of our navy, and a bitter in- 
veigher againſt the Spaniard. His 
frequenteſt works go out in ſingle 
ſheets, and are chaunted from mar- 
ket to market, to a vile tune, and. 
a worle throat; while the poor 
| 4 country 
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country wench melts like her butter 
to hear them. And theſe are the 
ſtories of ſome men of Tyburn, or a 
ſtrange monſter out of Germany : 
or, ſitting in a baudy-houſe, he 
writes God's judgments... He ends, 
at laſt, in ſome obſcure painted 
cloth, to which himſelf made the 

verſes ; and his life, like a cann too 
full, ſpils upon the bench. He leaves 
twenty ſhillings on the ſcore, which ; 
the hoſteſs loſes. 


N 
A Cook. 5 
Tun kitchen is bis hell and de 


the devil in it, where his meat and 

he fry together. His revenues are 

ſnowered down from the fat of the 
land, 
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land, and he interlards his own 
greaſe among, tohelp the drippings. 
Choleric he is, not by nature ſo 
much as his art, and it is a ſhrewd 
_ temptation that the chopping-knife 
is ſo near. His weapons oftner 
offenſive, are a meſs of hot broth 
and ſcalding water, and woe be to 
him that comes in his way. In the 
kitchen he will domineer, and rule 
the roaſt in ſpite of his maſter, and 
curſes are the very dialect of his 
calling. His labour is mere bluſ- 
tering and fury, and his ſpeech like 
that of ſailors in a ſtorm, a thou- 
ſand buſineſſes at once; vet in all 
this tumult, he does not love com- 
buſtion, but will be the firſt man 
that ſnall go and quench it. He is 
never good Chriſtian till a hiſſing pot 
of ale has ſlaked him, like water caſt 
on a fire- brand, and for that time 
he 
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he is tame and diſpoſſeſt. His cun- 
ning is not ſmall in architecture, for 
he builds ſtrange fabricks in paſte, 
towers and caſtles, which are of- 
fered to the aſſault of valiant teeth, 
and like Darius's Palace, in one 
banquet demoliſhed. He is a pit- 
tileſs murderer of innocents, and 
he mangles poor fowls with un- 
heard of tortures; and it is thought 
the martyrs perſecutions were de- 
viſed from hence ; ſure we are, 
Saint Lawrence's gridiron came out 
of the kitchen. His beſt faculty is 
at the dreſſer, where he ſeems to 
have great ſkill in the Tacticks, 
ranging his diſhes in order military; 
and placing with great diſcretion 
in the fore front, meats more ſtrong 
and hardy, and the more cold and 
cowardly in the rear, as quaking 
tarts and quivering cuſtards, and 
| | ſuch 


70 CHARACTERS. 


ſuch milk-ſop diſhes, which eſcape 
many times the fury of the en- 
counter. But now the ſecond courſe 


is gone up, and he down into the 
cellar, where he drinks and fleeps 


till four o'clock in the afternoon, 
and then runs again to his regiment, 


— 


See 
XXVI. 
A FORWARD, BOLD MAN 


ne , that 
is beholding more to his elbow than 


his legs, for he does not go, but 


thruſts well. He is a good ſhuffler 


in the world, wherein he is ſo oft 
putting forth, that at length he puts 
on. He can do ſomething, but. 


dare do much more, and is like a 
deſperate ſoldier, who will aſſault 
any 
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any thing where he is ſure not to 
enter. He is not ſo well opinioned 
of himſelf, as induſtrious to make 


other; and thinks no vice ſo preju- 


dicial as bluſhing. He is ſtill citing 
for himſelf, that a candle ſhould not 
be hid under a buſhel, and for his 
part, he will be ſure not to hide his, 
though his candle be but a ſnuff, or 
ruſh candle. Theſe few good parts 
he has, he is no niggard in diſplay- 
ing, and is like ſome needy flanting 
goldſmith, nothing in the inner 
room, but all on the cupboard, If 
he be a ſcholar, he has commonly 
ſtept into the pulpit before adegree; 
yet into that too before he deſerved 
it. He never defers St. Mary's be- 
yond his regency, and his next ſer- 
mon 1s at Paul's Croſs, and that 


printed. He loves public things 


alive; and for any ſolemn enter- 
tainment 
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tainment he will find a mouth, find 
a ſpeech who will. He is greedy 
of great. acquaintance and many, 
and thinks it no ſmall advancement 
to riſe to be known, His talk at 
the table is like Benjamin's meſs, 
five times to his part, and no argu- 
ment ſhuts him out for a quarreller. 
Of all diſgraces he endures not to 
be non-pluſt; and had rather fly 
for ſanctuary to nonſenſe, which 
few can deſcry, than to nothing at 
all. His boldneſs is beholding to 
other mens modeſty, which reſcues 
him many times from a baffle, yet 
his face is good armour, and he is 
daſhed out of any thing ſooner than 
countenance, Groſſer conceits are 
puzzled in him for a rare man, and 
wiſer men, though they know him, 
take him for their pleaſure, or as 
they would do a ſculler, for being 

4s next 
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next at hand. Thus preferment at 
laſt ſtumbles on him, becauſe he is 
ſtill in the way. His companions that 
flouted him before now envy him, 
when they ſee him come ready for 
ſcarlet, whilſt themſelves lie muſty 

in their old clothes and colleges. 


PROUD Pr 
XXVII. 


A BAKER. 


N O man verifies the proverb 
more, that it is an alms-deed to 
puniſh him: for his penalty is a 
dole, and does the beggar as much 
good as their dinner. He abhors 
therefore works of charity, and 
thinks his bread caſt away when it 
is given to the poor. He loves not 
juſtice neither, for the weigh ſcale's 


„ ſake, 
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ſake, and hates the Clerk of the 
Market as his executioner: yet he 
finds mercy in his offences, and his 
baſket only is ſent to priſon. Marry ! 
a pillory is his deadly enemy, and 
he never hears well after. 


XXVIIL. 
A PLAIN COUNTRY FELLOW 


Is one that manures his ground 
well, but lets himſelf lie fallow and 
untill'd. He has reaſon enough to 
do his buſineſs, and not enough to 
be idle or melancholy. He ſeems 
to have the judgment of Nebuchad- 
nezar: for his converſation is among 
beaſts, and his talons none of the 
ſhorteſt, only he eats not graſs, be- 
cauſe he loves not ſallads. His hand 

guides 
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guides the plow, and the plow his 
thoughts, and his ditch and land- 
mark is the very mound of his me- 
ditations, He expoſtulates with 
his oxen very underftandingly, and 
ſpeaks Gee and Ree better than 
Engliſh. His mind is not much 
diſtracted with objects; but if a good 
fat cow come in his way, he ſtands 
dumb and aſtoniſhed, and though 
his haſte be never ſo great, will fix 
here half an hour's contemplation. 
| His habitation is ſome poor thatched 
roof, diſtinguiſhed from his barn, 
by the loop-holes that letoutſmoke, 
which the rain had long ſince waſhed 
through, but for the double cieling 
of bacon on the infide, which has 
hung there from his grandfire's 
time, and is yet to make raſhers for 
poſterity. His dinner 1s his other 
work, for he ſweats at it as 

He2 much 
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much as at his labour: he is a 
terrible faſtener on a piece of beef, 
and you. may hope to ſtave the 
guard off ſooner, His religion is a 
part of his copyhold, which he 
takes from his landlord, and refers 
it wholly to his diſcretion, Yet if 
he give him leave, he is a good 
chriſtian to his power, (thar 1s,) 
comes to church in his beſt clothes, 
and fits there with his neighbours, 
where he 1s capable only of two 
prayers, for rain and fair weather, 
He apprehends God's bleſſings only 
in a good year, or a fat paſture, and 
never praiſes him but on good 
ground. Sunday he eſteems a day 
to make merry in, and thinks a 
bagpipe as eſſential to it, as evening 
prayer, where he walks very ſo- 
lemaly, after ſervice with his hands 
coupled behind him, and cenſures 

the 
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the dancing of his pariſh. His 
compliment with his neighbour, is 
a good thump on the back; and his 
ſalutation commonly ſome blunt 
curſe, He thinks nothing to be 
vices but pride and ill huſbandry, 
from which he will gravely diſſuade 
youth, and has ſome thrifty hob- 
nail proverbs to clout his diſcourſe. 
He is a niggard all the week, ex- 
_ cept only market days, where, if his 
corn fell well, he thinks he may be 
drunk with a good conſcience. His 
feet never ſtink ſo unbecomingly, as 
when he trots after a lawyer in 
Weſtminſter Hall, and even cleaves 
the ground 'with hard ſcraping, in 
beſeeching of his worſhip to take 
his money. He is ſenſible of no 
calamity but the burning of a ſtack 
of corn, or the overflowing of a. 
CG and thinks Noah's flood 
| H 3 the 
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the greateſt plague that ever was, 
not becauſe it drowned the world, 
but ſpoiled the graſs. For death he 
is never troubled, and if he get in 
but his harveſt before, let it come 


when it will, he cares not. 


XXIX. 
A Youno Max. 


Hr i is now out of nature's pro- 
tection though not yet able to guide 


himſelf; but left looſe to the world 


and fortune, from which the weak- 
neſs of his childhood preſerved him; 
and now his ſtrength expoſes him. 


He is indeed juſt of age to be 


miſerable, yet in his own conceit 
firſt begins to be happy: and he is 
3 in this imagination, and his 

: miſery 
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miſery not felt is leſs. He ſees yet 
but the outſide of the world and 

men, and conceives them according 
to their appearing gliſter, and out 
of this ignorance believes them. 
He purſues all vanities for happi- 
neſs, and enjoys them beſt in this 
fancy. His reaſon ſerves not to 
curb, but underſtand his appetite, 
and proſecute the motions thereof 
with a more eager earneſtneſs. 
Himſelf is his own temptation, and 
needs not Satan, and the world will 
come hereafter. He leaves repent- 
ance for grey hairs, and performs 
it in being covetous. He ismingled 
with the yices of the age as the 
faſhion and cuſtom, with which he 
longs to be acquainted; and fins to 
better his underſtanding. He con- 
ceives his youth as the ſeaſon of his 
luſt, and the hour wherein he ought 

JTIfISM to 
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to be bad: and becauſe he would 
not loſe his time, ſpends it. He 
diſtaſtes religion as a ſad thing, and 
is fix years older for a thought of 
heaven. He ſcorns and fears, and 
yet hopes for old age, but dare not 
imagine it with wrinkles. He loves 
and hates with the ſame inflamma- 
tion; and when the heat is over, is 
cool enough to friends and enemies. 
His friendſhip is ſeldom ſo ſtedfaſt, 
but that luſt, drink, or anger may 
overturn it. He offers you his blood 
to-day in kindneſs, and is ready to 
take your's to-morrow, He does 
ſeldom any thing which he wiſhes 
not to do again, and is only wiſe 
after a misfortune. He ſuffers much 
for his knowledge, and a great deal - 
of folly it is makes him a wiſe man. 
He is free from many vices, by 
being not grown to the perfor- 
7 mance, 
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mance, and is only more virtuous 
out of weakneſs. Every action is 
his danger, and every man his am- 
buſh. He is a ſhip without pilot or 
tackling, and only good fortune 
may ſteer him. If he eſcape this 
age, he has eſcaped a tempeſt, and 
may live to be a man. 


XXX. 


THE cCoMMoN SIN GING-MEN 
IN CATHEDRAL CHURCHES 


ARE a bad ſociety and yet a com- 
pany of good fellows, that roar deep 
in the choir, deeper in the tavern. 
They are the eighth part of ſpeech, 
which go to the ſyntaxis of ſervice, 
and are diſtinguiſhed by their 
noiſes much like bells, for they make 

not 
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not a concert but a peal. Their 
paſtime or recreation 1s prayers, 
their exerciſe drinking, yet herein 
ſo religiouſly. addicted, that they 
ſerve God ofteſt when they are 


drunk. Their humanity 1s a leg to 
the reſidencer; their learning a 


chapter, for they learn it commonly 
before they read it; yet the old He- 
brew names are little beholding to 
them, for they miſcall them worſe 
than one another. Though they 


never expound the ſcripture they 


handle it much, and pollute the 
goſpel with two things, their con- 
verſation and their thumbs. Upon 
working-days they behave them 
ſelves at prayers as at their pots, 
for they ſwallow them down in an 
inſtant. Their gowns are laced 
commonly with ſtreamings of ale, 
the ſuperfluities of cups, or throat 

above 
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above meaſure. Their ſkill in me- 
lody makes them the better com- 
panions abroad, and their anthems 
abler to ſing catches. Long- lived 
for the moſt part they are not, eſ- 
pecially the Baſe, they overflow their 
bank ſo oft to drown the organs. 
Briefly, if they eſcape arreſting, they 
die conſtantly in God's ſervice ; and 
to take their death 'with more -pa- 
tience, they have wine and cakes at 
their funeral: and now they keep 
the church a great deal better, and 
help to fill it with their bones, as 
before with their Ws 


| Drip pr pr 
XXXI. 
A PRETENDER To LEARNING 


Is one that would make others 
more fools'than himſelf; for though 
he 
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he know nothing, he would not 


have the world to know ſo much. 


He conceits nothing in learning but 
the opinion, which he ſeeks to pur- 
chaſe without it, though he might 
with leſs labour cure his ignorance 
than hide it. He is indeed a kind 
of ſcholar-mountebank, and his art 
our deluſion. He is tricked out in 
all the accoutrements of learning, 
and at the firſt encounter none paſles 
better. He is oftener in his ſtudy 
than at his book, and you cannot 
pleaſure him better, than to depre- 
hend him. Yet he hears you not 


till the third knock, and then comes 


out very angry, as interrupted. 
You find him in his ſlippers, and a 
pen 1n his car, in which formality 
he was aſleep. His table is ſpread 
wide with ſome claſſic folio, which 
is as conſtant to it as the carpet, 

and 
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and hath laid open in the ſame page 
this half year. His candle is always 
a longer ſitter up than himſelf, and 
the boaſt of his window at mid- 
night. He walks much alone, in 
the poſture of meditation; and has 
a book ſtill before his face in the 
fields. His pocket is ſeldom with- 
out a Greek teſtament or Hebrew 
bible, which he opens only in the 
church, and that when ſome ſtander 
by looks over. He has his ſentences. 
for company, ſome ſcatterings of 
Seneca and Tacitus, which are good 
upon all occaſions. If he read any 
thing in the morning, 1t comes up 
all at dinner; and as long as that 
laſts, the diſcourſe is his. He is a 
great plagiary of tavern wit; and 
comes to ſermons only that he may 
talk of Auſtin. His parcels are the 
mere ſcrapings from company, yet 
I he 
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he complains at parting what time 
he hath loſt. He is wonderouſly 
capricious to ſeem a judgment, and 
liſtens with a ſour attention, to 
what he underſtands not. He talks 


much of Scaliger and Cauſabon, 


and the Jeſuits, and prefers ſome 
unheard-of Dutch name before 


them all. He has verſes to bring 
in upon theſe and theſe hints, and 


it ſhall go hard but he will wind in 
his opportunity. He is critical in a 
language he cannot conſtrue, and 
ſpeaks ſeldom under Arminius in 
divinity. His buſineſs, and retire- 
ment, and caller away is his ſtudy, 
and he proteſts no delight to it 


comparable. He is a great Nomen- 


clator of authors, which he has read 
in general in the catalogue, and in 
particular in the title, and goes 
ſeldom ſo far as the dedication. He 

| never 


CHARACTERS. 87 


never talks of any thing but learn- 
ing, and learns all from talking. 
Three encounters with the ſame 
men pump him, and then he only 
puts in, or gravely ſays nothing. 
He has taken pains to be an als, 
though not to be a ſcholar, and 1s at 
length diſcovered and laughed at. 


XXXII, 


A SHOPKEEPER. 


His mop is his well-ftuffed book, 
and himſelf the title-page of it, or 
index, He utters much to all men, 
though he ſells but to a few, and 
intreats for his own neceſſities by 
aſking others what they lack. No 
man ſpeaks more, and no more, for 


his words are like his wares, twenty 
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of one ſort, and he goes over them 
alike to all comers. He is an ar- 
rogant commender of his own 
things, for whatſoever he ſhews you 
is the beſt in the town, though the 
worſt in his ſhop. His conſcience 
was a thing that would have laid 
upon his hands—he was forced to 
put it off; and makes great uſe of 
honeſty to profeſs upon. He tells 
you lies by rote, and not minding ; 
as the phraſe to ſell in, and the 
language he ſpent moſt of his years 
to learn. He never ſpeaks fo truly, 
as when he ſays he would uſe you as 


his brother, for he would abuſe his 


brother ; and in his ſhop, thinks it 
lawful. His religion is much in the 


nature of his cuſtomers, and indeed 
the pander to it: and by a mis- 


interpreted ſenſe of ſcripture makes 
a gain of his godlineſs. He is your 
{lave 
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ſlave while you pay him ready 
money, but if he once befriend you, 
your tyrant; and you had better 
deſerve his hate than his truſt. 


UP UP 1 UP 1 4) © 
XXXIIII. 


A HANDSOME HosTEss 


Is the fairer commendation of an 
inn, above the fair ſign or fair 
lodgings. She is the load-ſtone 
that attracts men of iron, gallants, 
and roarers, where they cleave. 
ſometimes long, and are not eaſily 
got off, Her lips are your wel- 
come, and your entertainment her 
company, which is put into the 
reckoning too, and is the deareſt 
parcel in it. No citizen's wife is de- 
murer than ſhe at the firſt greeting, 

L 3 nor 


90 CHARACTERS. 


nor draws in her mouth with a 
chaſter ſimper, but you may be 
more familiar without diſtaſte, and 


ſhe does not ſtartle at baudy. She 


is the confuſion of a pottle of ſack 
more than would have been ſpent 
elſewhere, and her little jugs are 
accepted, to have her kiſs excuſe 
them. She may be an honeſt wo- 
man, but is not believed ſo in her 
pariſh; and no man is a greater in- 
fidel in it than her huſband, 


S n. 
XXXIV. 


A BLUNT MAN 


Is one whoſe wit is better pointed 
than his behaviour, and that coarſe 
and unpoliſhed, not out of igno- 
rance ſo much as humour, He is a 

great 
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great enemy to the fine gentleman, 
and theſe things of compliment; 
and hates ceremony in converſation, 
as the Puritan in religion. He diſ- 
tinguithes not betwixt fair and 
double dealing, and ſuſpects all 
ſmoothneſs for the dreſs of knavery. 
He ſtarts at the encounter of a ſalu- 
tation as an aſſault, and beſeeches 
you in choler to forbear your cour- 
teſy. He loves not any thing in 
diſcourſe that comes before the 
purpoſe, and is always ſuſpicious of 
a preface. Himſelf falls rudely ſtill 
on his matter without any circum- 
| ſtance, except he uſe an old proverb 
for an introduction. He ſwears old, 
out- of- date, innocent oaths, as © by 
the maſs, by our lady, and ſuch 
like; and though there he lords 
preſent, he cries, my maſters.” He 
is exceedingly in love with his hu- 
mour, 
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mour, which makes him always 
proclaim it; and you muſt take what 
he ſays patiently, becauſe he 1s a 
plain man. His nature is his excuſe 
ſtill, and other men's tyrant ; for he 
muſt ſpeak his mind, and that is his 
worſt, and craves your pardon moſt 
injuriouſly for not pardoning you. 
His jeſts beſt become him, becauſe 
they come from him rudely and un- 
affected; and he has the luck com- 
monly to have them famous. He is 
one that will do more than he will 
ſpeak, and yet ſpeak more than he 
will hear; for though he love to 
touch others, he is touchy himſelf, 
and ſeldom to his own abuſes re- 
plies but with his fiſts. He is as 
ſqueazy of his commendations as 
his courteſy, and his good word is 
like an elegy in a ſatire, He is ge- 
nerally better favoured than he fa- 
. vours, 
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vours, as being commonly well 
expounded in his bitterneſs, and no 
man ſpeaks treaſon more ſecurely. 
He chides great men vith moſt 
boldneſs, and is counted for it an 
honeſt fellow. He is grumbling 
much in the behalf of the common- 
wealth, and is in priſon for it with 
credit. He is generally honeſt, but 
more generally thought ſo; and his 
down-rightneſs credits him, as a 
man not well bended and crookened 
to the times. In concluſion, he is 
not eaſily bad, in whom this quality 
is nature; but the counterfeit is 
moſt dangerous, ſince he is diſguiſed 


in a humour that profeſſes not to 
diſguiſe. 
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XXXV. 


A CRITIC 


I S one that has ſpelled over a great 
many books, and his obſervation is 
the orthography. He is the ſur- 
geon of old authors, and heals the 
wounds of duſt and 1gnorance. He 


converſes much in fragments and 


deſunt multas, and if he piece it up 
with two lines, he is more proud of 
that book than the author. He runs 
over all ſciences to peruſe their 
ſyntaxis, and thinks all learning 
compriſed in writing Latin. He 
taſtes ſtyles as ſome diſcreeter pa- 
lates do wine, and tells you which 


is genuine, which ſophiſticate and - 


baſtard, His own phraſe is a miſ- 
cellany of old words, deceaſed long 


before the Cæſars, and entombed 
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by Varro; and the moderneſt man 
he follows is Plautus. He writes 
omneis at length, and guicquid, 
and his gerund is moſt inconform- 
able. He is a troubleſome vexer of 
the dead, which after ſo long 
ſparing, muſt riſe up to the judg- 
ment of his caſtigations. He 1s one 


that makes all books ſell dearer, 


whilſt he ſwells them into folios 
with his comments, 
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ASERJEANT OR CATCH-POLE 


Is one of God's judgments, and 
which our roarers do only conceive 
terrible. He is the propereſt ſhape 
wherein they fancy Satan ; for he is 
at moſt but an arreſter, and hell a 

: dungeon, 
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dungeon. He is the creditors hawk, 
wherewith they ſeize upon flying 
birds, and fetch them again to his 
talons. He is the period of young 
gentlemen, or their full ſtop, for 
when he meets with them they can 
go no further, His ambuſh is a 
ſhop-ſtall, or cloſe lane, and his aſ- 
ſault is cowardly at your back. He 
reſpites you in no place but a tavern, 
where he ſells his minutes dearer 
than a clock maker. The common 
way to run from him, is through 
him, which is often attempted and 
atchieved, and no man is ofter 
beaten out of charity. He is one 
makes the ſtreet more dangerous 
than the highways, and men go bet- 
ter provided in their walks than their 
journey. He is the firſt handſel of 
the young Rapiers of the Templars, 
and they are as proud of his repulſe, 

as 
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as a Hungarian of killing a Turk. 
He is a moveable priſon, and his 
hands two manacles hard to be filed 

off. He is an occaſioner of diſloyal | 
thoughts in the common-wealth, ||} 
for he makes them hate the king's 
name worſe than the devil's. 
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A WEAK Man © l 


Is one whom Nature huddled up 
in haſte, and left his beſt part un- | 
finiſhed : the reſt of him is grown 
to be a man, only his brain ſtays 
behind. He is a man that has not 
improved his firſt rudiments, nor 
attained any proficiency by his ſtay. 
in the world: but we may ſpeak of 
him yet, as when he was in the bud, 

| * a good 
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a good harmleſs nature, a well 
meaning mind, if he could order 
his intentions. It is his miſery that 
he now moſt wants a tutor, and is 
too old to have one. He 1s now 
two ſteps above a fool, and a great 
many more below a wiſe man: yet 
the fool is oft given him, and by 
thoſe whom he eſteems moſt. Some 
tokens of him are, he loves men 
better upon relation than expe- 
rience 3 for he is exceedingly, ena- 
moured of ſtrangers, and none 
quicklier weary of his friends. 
He charges you at firſt meeting 
with all his ſecrets, and on better 
acquaintance grows more reſerved. 
Indeed he 1s one that miſtakes much 
his abuſers for ſriends, and his 
friends for enemies ; and he appre- 
hends your hate in nothing ſo much, 
as in good counſel. One that is 
18 flexible 
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flexible with any thing but reaſon, 
and then only perverſe; and you 
may better entice than perſuade 
him. A ſervant to every tale and 
flatterer, and whom the laſt man 
ſtill works over. A great affecter of 
wits and ſuch prettineſſes; and his 
company is coftly to him, for. he 
ſeldom has it but invited. His 
friendſhip commonly is begun in a 
ſupper, and loſt in lending money. 
The tavern is a dangerous place to 
him, for to drink and to be drunk, 
is with him all one, and his brain is 
ſooner quenched than. his thirſt. 
He 1s drawn into naughtineſs with 
company, but ſuffers alone, and the 
baſtard commonly laid to his charge. 
One that will be patiently abuſed, and 
take exceptions a month after when 
he underſtands it, and one cannot 
endear him more than by cozening 

K 2 him, 
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him, and it is a temptation to thoſe 
that would not. One diſcoverable 
in all Gllinefs to all men but him- 


felf, and you may take any man's 
knowledge of him better than his 


own, He will promiſe the ſame 


thing to twenty, and rather than 
| deny One, break with all. One that 


has no power over himſelf, over his 
buſineſs, over his friends, but a prey 
and pity to all; and if his fortunes 
once ſink, men quickly cry a Alas! 
and forget him. 


RD Dr ,. 


XXXVII. 
A ToBacco SELLER 


Is the only man that finds good in 
it, which others brag of, but do not; 


for it is meat, drink, and clothes 


tO 
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to him. No man opens his ware 
with greater ſeriouſneſs, or chal- 
lenges your judgment more in the 
approbation. His ſhop is the ren- 
dezvous of ſpitting, where men 
dialogue with their noſes, and their 
communication is ſmoke. Ir is the 
place only where Spain is com- 
mended, and preferred before 
England itſelf. He ſhould be well 
experienced in the world, for he has 
daily trial of men's noſtrils, and 
no one is better acquainted with 
humours. He is the piecing com- 
monly of ſome other trade, which 
is baud to his tobacco, and that to 
his wife, which is the flame that 
follows this ſmoke. 
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XXXIX. 


A PLAUSIBLE MAN 


Is one that would fain run an even 


path in the world, and jut againſt 
no man. His endeayour is not to 
offend, and his aim the general 
opinion. His converſation is a kind 
of continued compliment, and his 
life a practice of manners. The re- 
lation he bears to others, a kind of 
faſhionable reſpect, not friendſhip, 
but friendlineſs, which is equal to 
all, and general; and his kindneſſes 
ſeldom exceed courteſies. He loves 
not deeper mutualities, becauſe he 
would not take ſides, nor hazard 
himſelf on diſpleaſures, which he 
principally avoids. At your firſt 
acquaintance with him he is 
exceeding kind and friendly, and 

| at 
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at your twentieth meeting after but 


friendly ſtill, He has an excellent 
command over his patience and 
tongue, eſpecially the laſt, which he 
accommodates always to the times 
and perſons, and ſpeaks ſeldom 
what 1s ſincere, but what 1s civil. 
He is one that uſes all companies, 


drinks all healths, and is reaſonably 


cool in all religions. He can liſten 
to a fooliſh diſcourſe with an ap- 
plauſive attention, and conceal his 
laughter at nonſenſe. Silly men 
much honour and eſteem him, be- 
cauſe, by his fair reaſoning with 


them, as with men of underſtanding, 


he puts them into an erroneous 
opinion of themſelves, and makes 
them forwarder hereafter to their 
own diſcovery. He is one rather 
well thought on, than beloved, and 
that love he has, is more of whole 

| companies 
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companies together, than any one 
in particular. Men gratify him not- 
withſtanding with a good report, 
and whatever vices he has beſides; 
yet, having no enemies, he is ſure 
to be an honeſt fellow. | 


* 
TRE WorLD's WISE MAN 
an able and ſufficient wicked 


man: it is a proof of his ſufficiency, 
that he is not called wicked, but 
wiſe. A man wholly determined in 
himſelf and his own ends, and his 


inſtrument therein, any thing that 


will do it. His friends are a part 
of his engines, and as they ſerve this 
work, uſed or laid by. Indeed he 
knows not this thing of FRIEN D, but 

if 
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if he give you the name, it is a ſign 
he has a plot on you. Never more 
active in his buſineſſes, than when 
they are mixed with ſome harm to 
others; and *tis his beſt play in this 
game, to ſtrike off, and lie in the 
place. Succeſsful, commonly, in 
theſe undertakings, becauſche paſſes 
ſmoothly thoſe rubs which others 
ſtumble at, as conſcience and the 
like; and gratulates himſelf much 
in his advantage: oaths and falſhood 
he counts the neareſt way, and loves 
not by any means to go about. He 


has many fine quips at this folly of 


plain dealing, but his tuſh is 
greateſt at religion; yer he ufes this 
too, and virtue and good words, 
but is leſs dangerouſly a devil than 
a ſaint. He aſcribes all honeſty to 
an unpractiſedneſs in the world, 
and conſcience a thing merely for 
| children. 
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children. He ſcorns all that are 


ſo ſilly to truſt him, and only not 


ſcorns his enemy; eſpecially if as 
bad as himſelf : he fears him as a 
man well-armed and provided, but 
ſets boldly on good natures, as the 
moſt. vanquiſhable. One that ſe- 
riouſly admires thoſe worlt | princes, 
as Sforza, Borgia, and Richard III. 
and calls matters of deep villany, 
things of difficulty. To whom mur- 
ders are but reſolute acts, and trea- 
ſon a buſineſs of great conſequence. 
One whom two or three countries 
make up to this compleatneſs, and 
he has travelled for the purpoſe. 
His deepeſt endearment is a com- 
munication of miſchief, and then 
only you have him faſt. His con- 
cluſion is commonly one of theſe 
two, either a great man, or hanged. 


XLII. A 
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XLI. 
A BowL-ALLEY 


TIs the place where there were 
three things thrown away beſides 
bowls, viz. time, money, and curſes; 
and the laſt ten for one. The beſt 
ſport in it is the gameſter's, and he 
enjoys it that looks on and bets not. 
It is the ſchool of wrangling, and 
worſe than the ſchools, for men will 
cavil here for an hair's breadth, and 
make a ſtir where a ſtraw would 
end the controverſy. No antick 
ſcrews men's bodies into ſuch 
ſtrange flexures, and you would 
think them here ſenſeleſs, to ſpeak 
ſenſe to their bowl, and put their 
truſt to intreaty, for a good caſt. 
The betters are the factious noiſe - 
of the alley, or the gameſter's 

| beadſmen 
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beadſmen that pray for them. They 


are ſomewhat like thoſe that are 


cheated by great men, for they loſe 


their money, and mult ſay nothing. 
It is the beſt diſcovery of humours, 


eſpecially in the loſers, where you 


have fine variety of impatience; 
whilſt ſome fret, ſome rail, ſome 


| ſwear, and others more ridiculouſly 
comfort themſelves with philoſophy. 


To give you the moral of it, it 1s 
the emblem of the world, or the 
world's ambition ; where moſt are 
ſhort, or over, or wide, or wrong 
biaſſed, and ſome few juſtle in to 


the Miſtreſs Fortune. And it 1s here 


as in the Court, where the neareſt 
are more frighted, and all blows 
aim'd at the toucher, 
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2m. 
A SURGEON 


Is one that has ſome buſineſs about 
his building, or little houſe of man, 
whereof Nature is as it were the ty- 
ler, and he the plaiſterer. It is ofter 
out of reparations, than an old par- 
ſonage, and then he is ſet on work 
to patch it again. He deals moſt 
with broken commodities, as a 
broken head, or a mangled face; 
and his gains are very ill got, for he 
lives by the hurts of the common- 
wealth. He differs from a phyſi- 
cian, as a ſore does from a diſeaſe, 
or the ſick from thoſe that are not 
whole; the one diſtempers you 
within, the other bliſters you with- 
out, He complains of the decay 
of valour in theſe days, and ſighs 
1 for 
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for that flaſhing age of ſword and 
buckler ; and thinks the law againſt 
duels was made merely to wound 
his vocation. He had been long 
fince undone, if the charity of the 
ſtews had not relieved him, from 
whom he has his tribute as duly as 
the Pope; or a windfall ſometimes 
from a tavern, if a quart pot hit right. 
The rareneſs of his cuſtom makes 
him pityleſs when it comes; and 
he holds a patient longer than our 
Courts a cauſe. He tells you what 
danger you had been in if he had 
ſtaid but a minute longer, and 
though it be but a pricked finger, 
he makes of it much matter. He 
is a reaſonable cleanly, man, conſi- 
dering the ſcabs he has to deal with; 
and your fineſt ladies, now and then, 
are beholding to him fer their beſt 
dreſſings. He curſes old gentle- 

| | women, 
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women, and their charity, and makes 
his trade their alms; but his envy 
is never ſtirred ſo much, as when 
gentlemen go over to fight upon 
CaLars ſands; whom he wiſhes 
drowned ere they come there, ra- 
ther than the French ſhall get his 


cuſtom. 
XLIIL. 


A SHE PRECISE HYPOCRITE 


Is one in whom good women 
ſuffer, and have their truth miſin- 
terpreted by her folly. She is one, 
ſhe knows not what herſelf if you 
aſk her; but ſhe is indeed one that 
has taken a toy at the faſhion of 
religion, and is enamoured of the 
new fangle, She is anon-conformiſt, 
Ls. in 
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in a cloſe ſtomacher and ruff of 
Geneva print, and her purity con- 
fiſts much in her linen. She has 


heard of the Rag of Rome, and 


thinks it a very fluttiſh religion, and 
rails at the Whore of Babylon for a 
very naughty woman. She has left 


her virginity as a relick of Popery, 


and marries in her tribe without a 


ring. Her devotion at the church 


is much in the turning up of her 
eye, and turning down the leaf in 


her book, when ſhe hears named 


chapter and verſe. When ſhe comes 
home, ſhe commends the ſermon 


for the ſcripture, and two hours. 


She loves preaching better than 
praying, and preachers lecturers; 
and thinks the week-days exerciſes 
far more edifying than the Sundays. 
Her ofteſt goſſiping are ſabbath 


days journeys, where (though _ 


enemy 
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enemy to ſuperſtition) ſhe will go 


in pilgrimage five mile to a ſilenced 


miniſter, when there is a better ſer- 


mon in her own pariſh. She doubts 


of the Virgin Mary's ſalvation, and 


dares not ſaint her, but knows her 
own place in heaven as perfectly as 


the pew ſhe has a key to. She is ſo 
taken up with faith, ſhe has no room 


for charity, and underſtands no good 
works but what are wrought on 
the ſampler. She accounts nothing 
vices but ſuperſtition and an oath, 
and thinks adultery a leſs ſin, than 


to ſwear by my Truly. She rails at 
other women by the names of 


Jezabel and Dalilah ; and calls her 
own daughters Rebecca and Abi- 
gail, and not Ann but Hannah. 
She ſuffers them not to learn on the 
Virginals, becauſe of their affinity 
with the organs, but 1s reconciled 
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ro the bells for the chimes ſake, 
ſince they were reformed to the tune 
of a pſalm. She overflows ſo with 


the bible, that ſhe ſpils it upon 


every occaſion, and will-not cudgel 
her maids without ſcripture. It is 


a queſtion whether ſhe is more 


troubled with the devil, or the devil 
with her: ſhe is always challenging 


and daring him, and her weapons 


are ſpells no leſs potent than diffe- 


rent, as being the ſage ſentences of 


ſome of her own ſectaries. Nothing 
angers her ſo much, as that women 
cannot preach, and in this point 
only thinks the Browniſt erroneous: 
but what ſhe cannot at the church 


' ſhe does at the table, where ſhe 
prattles more than any againſt ſenſe, 


and Antichriſt, till a capon's wing 
ſilence her. She expounds the 
prieſts of Baal, reading miniſters, 

and 
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and thinks the ſalvation of that 
pariſh as deſperate as the Turks. 
She is a main derider to her capa- 
city of thoſe that are not her 
preachers, and cenſures all ſermons 
but bad ones. If her huſband be a 
tradeſman, ſhe helps him to cuſto- 
mers, howſoever to good cheer, and 
they are a moſt faithful couple at 
theſe meetings, for they never fail. 
Her conſcience is like others, luſt 
never ſatisfied, and you might better 
anſwer Scotus than her ſcruples. 
She is one that thinks ſhe performs 
all her duty to God in hearing, and 
ſhews the fruits of it in talking. 
She is more fiery againſt the May- 
pole than her huſband, and thinks 
| he might do a Phinehas's act, to 

break the pate of the fidler. She is 
an everlaſting argument ; but I am 
weary of her. Sr. 

XLIV. A 
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XLIV. 


A CONTEMPLATIVE MAN 


Ts a ſcholar in this great univer- 
ſity, the world; and the ſame his 
book and ſtudy. He cloiſters not 
his meditations in the narrow dark- 
neſs of a room, but ſends them 
abroad with his eyes, and his brain 
travels with his feet. He looks 
upon man from a high tower, and 
ſees him trulier at this diſtance in 
his infirmities and poorneſs. He 

ſcorns to mix himſelf in men's ac- 
tions, as he would to act upon a 
ſtage, but ſits aloft upon the ſcaf- 
fold a cenſuring ſpectator. Nature 
admits him as a partaker of her 
ſports, and aſks his approbation, as 
it were, of her own works, and va- 
riety. He comes not in company, 
| becauſe 
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becauſe he would not be ſolitary; 
but finds diſcourſe enough with 


himſelf, and his own thoughts are 


his excellent play- fellows. He looks 
not upon a thing as a yawning 
ſtranger at novelties; but his ſearch 


is more myſterious and inward, and 


he ſpells heaven out of earth. He 


knits his obſervations together, and 


makes a ladder of them all to climb 


to God. He is free from vice, be- 


cauſe he has no occaſion to employ 


it, and is above thoſe ends that 
make men wicked. He has learnt 


all that can here be taught him, 
and comes now to heaven to ſee 
more. 


XLV. A 
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V. 
AN ATTORNEY. 


H IS ancient beginning was a blue 
coat, ſince a hivery, and his hatch- 
ing under a lawyer; whence, though 
but pen- feathered, he hath now 
neſted for himſelf, and with his 
hoarded pence purchaſed an office. 
Two deſks and a quire of paper ſet 
him up, where he now ſits in ſtate 
for all comers. We can call him 
no great author, yet he writes very 
much, and with the infamy of the 
Court is maintained in his libels. 
He has ſome ſmatch of a ſcholar, 
and yet uſes Latin very hardly ; and 
leſt it ſhould accuſe him, cuts it off 
in the midſt, and will not let it 
ſpeak out. He is contrary to great 
men, maintained by his followers, 

| that 
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that is, his poor country clients, 
that worſhip him more than their 
landlord, and be they never ſuch 
churls, he looks for their courteſy. 
He firſt racks them ſoundly himſelf, 
and then delivers them to the Law- 
yer for execution. His looks are 
very ſolicitous, importing much 
haſte and diſpatch: he is never 
without his handful of buſineſs, 
that is, of paper. His ſkin becomes 
at laſt as dry as his parchment, and 
his face as intricate as the moſt 
winding cauſe. He talks ſtatutes as 
fiercely, as if he had mounted ſeven 
years in the Inns of Court; when 
all his {kill is ſtuck in his girdle, or 
in his office window, Strife and 
wrangling have made him rich, and 
he is thankful to his benefactor, 
and nouriſheth it. If he live in a 
country village, he makes all his 
neighbours 
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neighbours good ſubjects, for there 
ſhall be nothing done but what 
there is law for. His buſineſs gives 
him not leave to think of his con- 


ſcience, and when the time or term 


of his life is going out, for doomſ- 
day he is ſecure, for he hopes he 
has a trick to reverſe judgment. 


XLVI. 


A SCEPTIC IN RELIGION 


Is one that hangs in the balance 
with all ſorts of opinions, whereof 
not one but ſtirs him, and none 
ſways him. A man guiltier of cre- 
dulity than he is taken to be; for 
it is out of his belief of every thing 
that he fully believes nothing. 
Each religion ſcares him from its 
contrary; 


ö 
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contrary; none perſuades him to 


itſelf. He would be wholly a Chriſ- 


tian, but that he is ſomething of an 


Atheiſt; and wholly an Atheiſt, but 
that he is partly a Chriſtian; and a 
perfect Heretick, but that there are 


ſo many to diſtract him. He finds 


reaſon in all opinions, truth in none: 


indeed the leaſt reaſon perplexes 


him, and the beſt will not ſatisfy 
him. He is at moſt a confuſed and 
wild Chriſtian, not ſpecialized by 
any form, but capable of all. He 
uſes the land's religion, becauſe it is 
next him, yet he ſees not why he 
may not take the other; but he 
chuſes this, not as better, but becauſe 
there is not a pin to chooſe. He 
finds doubts and ſcruples better 
than reſolves them, and is always 
too hard for himſelf. His learning 
is too much for his brain, and his 

M judgment 
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judgment too little for his learning, 


and his over opinion of both ſpoils 


all. Pity it was his miſchance of 


being a ſcholar, for it does only 
diſtract and irregulate him, and 
the world by him. He hammers 


much in general upon our opinions 


uncertainty, and the poſſibility of 
erring makes him not venture on 
what is true. He is troubled at this 
naturalneſs of religion to countries, 


that Proteſtantiſm ſhould be born 


ſo in England, and Popery abroad, 
and that Fortune and the Stars 
ſhould ſo much ſhare in it. He 
likes not this connection of the 
common-wealth aad divinity, and 
fears it may be an arch practice of 


State. In our differences with Rome 


he is ſtrangely unfixed, and a new 
man every new day, as his laſt 
diſcourſe - books and meditations 

tranſport 


* 
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tranſport him. He could like the 


grey hairs of Popery, did not ſome 


dotages there ſtagger him; he 
would come to us ſooner, but our 
new name affrights him. He is 
taken with their miracles, but 
doubts an impoſture: he conceives 


of our doctrine. better, but it ſeems 


too empty and naked. He cannot 


drive into his fancy the circumſcrip- 


tion of truth to our corner, and ts 
as hardly perſuaded to think their 
old legends true. He approves well 
of our faith, and more of their 


works, and is ſometimes much af- 


fected at the zeal of Amfterdam. 
His conſcience interpoſes itſelf be- 
twixt duellers, and whilſt it would 
part both, is by both wounded. 


He will ſometimes propound much 


to us upon the reading of a good 


writer, and at Bellarmine recoils as 


M 2 far 
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far back again; and the Fathers 
juſtle him from one ſide to another. 
Now Socinus and Vorſtius afreſh 
torture him, and he agrees with 
none worle than himſelf. He puts 
his foot into hereſies tenderly, as a 
cat in the water, and pulls it out 
again, and ſtil] ſomething unan- 
ſwered delays him; yet he bears 
away ſome parcel of each, and you 
may ſooner pick all religions out of 
him, than one. He cannot think 
ſo many wiſe men ſhould be in 
error, nor ſo many honeſt men out 
of the way, and his wonder is 
doubled when he ſees theſe oppoſe 
one another. He hates authority as 
the tyrant of reaſon, and you cannot 
anger him worſe, than with a fa- 
ther's Dixit; and yet, that many are 
not perſuaded with reaſon, ſhall au- 
thorize his doubt. In ſum, his whole 

| life 
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tife is a queſtion, and his ſalvation 
a greater, which death only con- 
cludes, and then he is reſolved. 


XLII. 


A PARTIAL MAN 


Is the oppoſite extreme to a de- 
famer, for the one ſpeaks ill falſly, 
and the other well, and both ſlander 
the truth. He is one that is ſtill 
weighing men in the ſcale of com- 
pariſons, and puts his affection in 
the one balance, and that ſways. 
His friend always ſhall do beſt, and 
you ſhall rarely hear good of his 
enemy. He conſiders firſt the man, 
and then the thing, and reſtrains all 
merit to what they deſerve of him. 
Commendations he eſteems not the 
M 3 depth 
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depth of worth, but the requital of 


| kindneſs; and if you aſk his reaſon, 


ſhews his intereſt, and tells you how 
much he 1s beholding to that man. 
He is one that ties his judgment to 
the wheel of Fortune, and they de- 


termine giddily both alike. He 


prefers England before other coun- 
tries, becauſe he was born there; 
and Oxford before other univerſi- 
ties, becauſe he was brought up 
there; and the beſt ſcholar there is 
one of his own college, and the beſt 
ſcholar there is one of his friends. 
He is a great favourer of great per- 


ſons, and his argument is ſtill that 


which ſhould be antecedent; as he 
is in high place, therefore virtuous; 
he is preferred, therefore worthy. 
Never aſk his opinion, for you ſhall 


hear but his faction, and he is indif- 


ferent in nothing but conſcience. 


Men 
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Nen eſteem him for this a zealous 
affeftionate, but they miſtake him 
many times, for he does it but to be 
_ eſteemed ſo. Of all men he is worſt 
to write an hiſtory, for he will 
praiſe a Sejanus or Tiberius, and 
for ſome pretty reſpect of his, all 
| poſterity ſhall be cozened. ; 


S 


XILVIII. 


A TRUMPETER 


Is the elephant with the great 
trunk, for he eats nothing but what 
comes through this way. His pro- 
feſſion is not ſo worthy as to occa- 
ſion inſolence, and yet no man ſo 
much puffed up. His face is as 
brazen as his trumpet, and (which 
is worſe) as a fidler's, from whom 


he 


. eee 
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he differeth only in this, that his 


impudence is dearer. The ſea of 
drink and much wind, make a ſtorm 
perpetually in his cheeks, and his 
look is like his noiſe, bluſtering and 
tempeſtuous. He was whilom the 
ſound of war, but now of peace, yet 
as terrible as ever, for whereſoever 
he comes they are ſure to pay for it. 
He is the common attendant of 
glittering folks, whether in the 
Court or Stage, where he 1s always 


the prologue's prologue. He is 


ſomewhat in the nature of a hogſ- 


head, ſhrilleſt when he is empty; 


when his belly is full he is quiet 
enough. No man proves life more 
to be a blaſt, or himſelf a bubble. 
And he 1s like a counterfeit bank- 
rupt, thrives beſt when he is blown 
up. 


XLIX. A 
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XLIX. 


A VULGAR-SPIRITED MAN 


Is one of the herd of the world. 
One that follows merely the com- 
mon cry, and makes it louder by 
one. A man that loves none but 
who are publickly affected, and he 
will not be wiſer than the reſt of the 
town. That never owns a friend 
after an ill name, or ſome general 
imputation, though he knows it 
moſt unworthy. That oppoſes to 
reaſon, © thus men ſay,” and © thus 
molt do, and © thus the world goes, 


and thinks this enough to poiſe the 


other. That worſhip men in place, 
and thoſe only ; and thinks all a 
great man ſpeaks, oracles. Much 
taken with my Lord's jeſt, and re- 
peats you it all to a ſyllable, One 

that 
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that juſtifies nothing out of faſhion, 
nor any opinion out of the ap- 


plauded way. That thinks certainly 
all Spaniards and Jeſuits very vil- 


lains, and is ſtill curſing the Pope 
and Spinola. One that thinks the 
graveſt caſſock the beſt ſcholar; 
and the beſt clothes the fineſt man. 
That is taken only with broad and 
obſcene wit, and hiſſes any thing 
too deep for him. That cries Chau- 
cer for his money above all our 
Engliſh poets, becauſe the voice 
has gone ſo, and he has read none. 
That is much raviſhed with ſuch a 
nobleman's courteſy, and would 
venture his life for him, becauſe he 
put off his hat, One that is fore- 


moſt ſtill to kiſs the king's hand, 


and cries © God bleſs his Majeſty” 


loudeſt. That rails on all men 


condemned and out of favour, and 
the 
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the firſt that ſays Away with the 
traitors; yet ſtruck with much 
truth at executions, and for pity to 
ſee a man die, could kill the hang- 
man. That comes. to London to 
ſee it, and the pretty things in it; 
and the chief cauſe of his journey, 
the Bears. That meaſures the hap- 
pineſs of the kingdom by. the cheap- 
neſs of corn; and concetves no harm 
of State, but ill trading. Within 
this compaſs too come thoſe that are 
too much wedged into the world, 
and have no lifting thoughts above 
thoſe things that call to thrive, to 
do well, and preferment only the 
grace of God. That aim all ſtudies 
at this mark, and ſhew you poor 
ſcholars as an example to take heed 
by. That think the priſon and want, 
a judgment for ſome ſin, and never 

like well hereafter of a-gaol-bird. 
That 


132 CHARACTERS. 


That know no other content but 


wealth, bravery, and the town plea- 
| ſures; that think all elſe but idle 


ſpeculation, and the philoſopher's 


madmen. In ſhort, men that are 


carried away with all outwardneſs, 
ſhews, appearances, the ſtream, the 
people ; for there is no man of 


worth but has a piece of ſingularity, 


and ſcorns ſomething, 


1. 


A HERALD 


Is the ſpawn, or indeed but the 
reſultancy of nobility, and to the 
making of him went not a genera- 
tion, but a genealogy. His trade is 
honour, and he ſells it, and gives 
arms himſelf, though he be no gen- 

tleman. 
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tleman. His bribes are like thoſe 
of a corrupt judge, for they are the 
prices of blood. He ſeems very 


rich in diſcourſe, for he tells you of 


whole fields of gold and ſilver; or, 


Argent, worth much in French, but 


in Engliſh nothing. He is a great 
diver in the ſtreams or iſſues of gen- 
try, and not a by-channel or baſtard 


eſcapes him; yet he does with them, 


like ſome ſhameleſs quean, fathers 


more children on them than ever 


they begot. His trafficks is 5 kind 
of pedlary ware, ſcutchivas, and 
pennons and little daggers, and 
lions, ſuch as children .eitcem and 
gentiemen : but his pennyworths 
are rampant, for you may buy thiee 
wioe brawns cheaper than three 
boars heads of him painted. He 
was ſometimes the cerrible coat of 
Mars, but is now for more merci- 
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ful battles in the tilt-yard, where, 


whoſoever 1s victorious, the ſpoils 
are his. He is an art in England, 
but in Wales nature, where they 


are born with heraldry in their 


mouths, and each name is a pedi- 
gree. | 


A PLODDING STUDENT 


Is a. kind of alchymiſt, or perſe- 


cutor of nature, that would change 


the dull lead of his brain into finer 
metal, with ſucceſſes many times as 
unproſperous, or at leaſt not quit- 
ting the coſt; viz. of his own dil 
and candles. He has a ſtrange 
forced appetite to learning, and to 


atchieve it, brings nothing but pa- 


. tience 


CHARACTERS. 135 


tience and a body. His ſtudy is not | 
great but continual, and conſiſts 
much in the fitting up till after 
midnight, in a rug-gown and a 
night-cap, to the vanquiſhing per- 
haps of ſome fix lines; yet what he 
has, he has perfect, for he reads it 
ſo long to underſtand it, till he gets 
it without book. He may with, 
much induſtry make a breach into 
logick, and arrive at ſome ability 
in an argument: but for politer 
ſtudies, he dares not ſkirmiſh with 
them, and for poetry accounts it 
impregnable. His invention is more 
than the finding out of his papers, 
and his few gleanings there, and his 
diſpoſition of them, is as juſt as the 
bookbinder's, a ſetting or glewing 
them together. He'is a great diſ- 
comforter of young. ſtudents, by. 
telling them what travel it has coſt 

10 * Na: him, 
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him, and how often his brains 
turned at philoſophy ; and makes 
others fear ſtudying, as a cauſe of 
duncery, He is a man much given 
to apothegms, which ſerve him for 
wit, and ſeldom breaks any jeſt bur 
what belongs to ſome Lacedemo- 
nian or Roman in Lycoſthenes. He 


is like a dull carrier's horſe, that 


will go a whole week together, but 
never out of a foot-pace; and he 


that ſets forth on the un. ſhall 


overtake him. 


LII. 
Paul's WaIx 


Is the Land Epitome, or you may 
call it the lefler iſle of Great Britain. 


It is more than this, the whole 


world's 
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world's map, which you may here 
diſcern in its perfeCteſt motion, 
juſtling and turning. It is a heap 
of ſtones and men, with a vaſt con- 
fuſion of languages, and were the 
ſteeple not ſanctified, nothing liker 
Babel. The noiſe in it is like that 
of bees, a ſtrange humming, or buz- 
mixt of walking tongues and feet ⁊ 
it is a kind of ſtill roar or loud 
whiſper. It is the great exchange 
of all diſcourſe, and no buſineſs 
whatſoever but is here ſtirring and 
on foot. It is the ſynod of all parts 
politick, jointed and laid together 
in a moſt ſerious poſture, and they 

are not half ſo buſy at the Parlia- 
ment. It is the antick of tails to 
tails, and backs to backs, and for 
vizards you need go no further than 
faces. It is the market of young 
lecturers, whom you may cheapen 
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here at all rates and ſizes. It is the 
general mint of all famous lies, 
which are here like the Legend's 
popery, firſt coined and then 
ſtamped in the church. All inven- 


tions are emptied here, and not few 


pockets. The beſt ſign of a temple 
in it is, that it is the thieves ſanc- 
tuary, which rob more ſafely in the 
croud, than a wilderneſs, whilſt 


every ſearcher is a buſh to hide 


them. It is the other. expence of 


the day, after plays, tavern, and a 
 baudy-houſe; and men have ſti} . 


ſome oaths left to ſwear here. It is 
the ears brothel, and ſatisfies their 
luſt and itch. The viſitants are all 


men without exceptions, but the 
principal inhabitants and poſſeſſors 


are ſtale knights, and captains out 
of ſervice, men of long rapiers, and 
breeches, which after all turn mer- 

chants 
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chants here, and traffic for news. 
Some make it a preface to their 
dinner, and travel for a ſtomach: 
but thirſtier men make it their or- 
dinary, and board here very cheap. 
Of all ſuch places it is leaſt haunted 
with hobgoblins, for if a ghoſt 
would walk more, he could not. 


III. f 
A UN IVERSITY Dox 


Is a enten s follower cheaply 
purchaſed, for his own money has 
hired him. He is an inferior ere- 
ditor of ſome ten ſhillings or down- 
wards, contracted for horſe hire, or 
perchance for drink, too weak to 
be put in ſuit, and he arreſts your 
modeſty, He is now very expen- 
ſive 
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ſive of his time, for he will wait 
upon your ſtairs a whole afternoon, 
and dance attendance with more 
patience: than a Gentleman Uſher. 
He is a ſore beleagurer of Cham- 
bers, and aſſaults them ſometimes 
with furious knocks; yetfinds ſtrong 
reſiſtance commonly, and is kept 
out. He is a great complainer of 
ſcholars loitering, for he is ſure 
never to find them within, and yet 
he is the chief cauſe many times 
that makes them ſtudy. He grum- 
bles at the ingratitude of men, that 
ſhun him for his kindneſs, but in- 
deed it is his own fault, for he is 
too great an upbraider. No man 
puts them more to their brain than 
he; and by ſhifting him off, they 
learn to ſhifr in the world. Some 
chooſe their rooms on purpoſe to 
avoid his ſurpriſals, and think the 

| | beſt 
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beſt commodity in them is proſpect. 
He is like a rejected acquaintance, 
hunts thoſe that care not for his 
company, and he knows it well 
enough, and yet will not keep away. 
The ſole place to ſupply him 1s the 


buttery, where he takes grievous 
uſe upon your name; and he is one 
much wrought with good beer and 
| rhetoric. He is a man of moſt un- 


© forcunate voyages, and no gallanx 
walks the ſtreet to leſs purpoſe. 


LIV. 


A STAYED Man 


Is one thi has vile cis with | 


himſelf, and ſets a rule to thoſe 
lawleſſneſſes within him. Whoſe 
| life 


* 
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life is diſtinct and in method, and 
his actions as it were caſt up before. 
Not looſed into the world's. vani- 
ties, but gathered up and contracted 
in his ſtation. Not ſcattered into 
many pieces of buſineſs, but that 
one courſe he takes, goes through 
with. A man firm and ſtanding in 
his purpoſes, not heaved off with 
each wind and paſſion: that ſquares 
his expence to his coffers, and makes 
the total firſt, and then the items. 
One that thinks what he does, and 
does what he ſays; and foreſees 
what he may do, before he purpoſes. 
One whoſe word (if he can) is more 
than another's aſſurance, and his 
doubtful tale before ſome men's 
proteſtations. That is confident of 
nothing in futurity, yet his conjec- 
tures oft true propheſies. That 
makes a pauſe ſtill betwixt his ear 
_ and 
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and belief, and is not too haſty to 
ſay after others. One whoſe tongue 
is ſtrung up like a clock till the 
time, and then ſtrikes, and ſays 
much when he talks little. That 
can ſee the truth betwixt two 
wranglers, and ſees them agree even 
in that they fall out upon. That 
ſpeaks no rebellion in a bravery, or 
talks big from the ſpirit of ſack: 
A man cool and temperate in his 
paſſions, not eaſily betrayed by his 
choler: that vies not oath with oath, 
not heat with heat; but replies 
calmly to an angry man, and is too 
hard for him too. That can come 
fairly off from captains companies; 
and neither drink nor quarrel. One 
whom no ill hunting ſends home 
diſcontented, and makes him ſwear 
at his dogs and family. One not 
haſty to purſue the new faſhion, nor 

yet 
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yet acfectedly true to his old "TY 
breeches; but gravely. handſome, 
and to his place which ſuits him 
better than his taylor. Active in 
the world without diſquiet, and 
careful without miſery; yet neither 
ingulfed in his pleaſures nor aſecker 
of buſineſs, but has his hour for 
both. A man that ſeldom Jaughs 
violently, but his mirth is a chear- 
ful look. Of a compoſed and ſet- 
tled countenance, not ſet, nor much 
alterable with ſadneſs or joy. He 
affects nothing ſo wholly, that he 
muſt be a miſerable man when he 
looſes it; but forethinks what will 
come hereafter, and ſpares Fortune 
his thanks and curſes. One that 
loves his Credit, not his word Repu- 
tation; yet can ſave both without 
a dnel. Whoſe entertainments to 
kater men are reſpectful, not com- 

plimentary, 
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plimentary; and to his friends plain, 

not rude. A good huſband; father, 
maſter; that is without doting, 
pampering familiarity. Aman well 
poiſed in all humours, in whom 
Nature ſnewed him moſt geometry, 
and he has not ſpoiled the work. 
A man of more wiſdom than witti- 
neſs, and brain than fancy, and 
abler to any thing than to make 
verſes. eee ee 


2 A e "IX 
LV. 


A MoDEsT MAN 


IS a far finer man than he knows 
of; one that ſhews better to all men 
than himſelf, and ſo much the better 
to all men, as leſs to himſelf; for no 
quality ſets a man off like this, and 
00 commends 


— 
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commends him more againſt his 
will: and he can put up any injury 
ſooner than this (as he calls it), 
your irony. You ſhall hear him 
confute his commenders, and giving 
reaſon how much they are miſtaken; 
and is angry almoſt if they do not 
believe him. Nothing threatens 

him ſo much as great expectation, 
which he thinks more prejudicial 
than your under-opinion, becauſe 
it is eaſier to make that falſe, than 
this true, He is one that ſpeaks 
from a good action, as one that has 
pilfered, and dare not juſtify it; 


and is more bluſhingly reprehended 
in this, than others in ſin. That 


counts all public declarings of him- 
ſelf, but ſo many penances before 


the people; and the more you ap- 


plaud him, the more you abaſh him,; 
and he recovers not his face a month 
after. 
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after. One that is eaſy to like any 
thing of another man's, and thinks 
all he knows not of him better than 
that he knows. He excuſes that to 
you which another would impute, 
and if you pardon him, is ſatisfied. 
One that ſtands in no opinion, be- 
cauſe it is his own, but ſuſpects it 
rather, becauſe it is his own; and 
is confuted and thanks you. He 
ſees nothing more willingly than 
his errors, and it is his error ſome- 
times to be too ſoon perſuaded. 
He is content to be auditor, where 
he only can ſpeak, and content to 
go away and think himſelf in- 
ſtructed. No man is ſo weak that 
he is aſhamed to learn of, and is leſs 
aſhamed to confeſs it: and he finds 
many times even in the duſt what 
others overlook and loſe. Every 
man's preſence is a kind of bridle 
EDITS. O2 to 
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14 to him, to ſtop the roving of his 
9 tongue and paſſions ; and even im- 
pudent men look for this reverence 
from him, and diſtaſte that in him 
which they ſuffer in themſelves, as 
one in whom vice is ill favoured, 
and ſhews more ſeurvily than ano- 
ther. A baudy jeſt ſnall ſname him 
more than a baſtard another man, 
and he that got it ſhall cenſure 
him among the reſt. And he is 
ooward to nothing more than an ill 
tongue; and Whaoſoever dare lie on 
him hath power over him, and if 
vou take him by his look, he is 
guilty. The main ambition of his 
life is not to be diſcredited; and 
for other things, his deſires are more 
limited than his fortunes, which he 
thinks preferment, though never ſo 
mean, and that he is to do ſome- 
thing = Kalkerge; this. He is too 
tender 
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tender to venture on great places, 
and would not hurt a dignity to 
help himſelf. If he do, it was the 
violence of his friends. conſtrained 
him; and how hardly ſoever he ob- 
tain it, he was Banden perſuaded to 
ſeek 1 it. 


Lvl. 
A MERE EMPTY Wir 


Is: like one that ſpends, on the ſtock 
without any revenues coming in, 
and will ſhortly be no wit at all; 
for learning is the fuel to the fire 
of wit, which, if he wants this feed- 
ing, eats out itſelf. A good conceit, 
or two abates of ſuch a man, and 
makes a ſenſible weakening in him, 
and his brain recovers it not a year 

f O3 after. 
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after. The xeft of him are bubbles 
and flaſnes, darted out on a ſudden, 
which, if you take them while they 
are warm, may be laughed at; if 
they cool, are nothing. He ſpeaks 
beſt on the preſent apprehenſion, 
for meditation ſtupifies him, and 
the more he is in travail, the leſs he 
brings forth: his things come off 
then, and in a nauſeating ſtomach 
where there is nothing ro caſt up, 
ſtrains and convulſions, and ſome 
aſtoniſhing bombaſt, which men 
only, till they underſtand, are ſcared 
with, A verſe, or ſome ſuch work, 
he ſometimes gets up to, bur ſeldom 
above the ſtature of an epigram, 
and that wich ſome relief out of 
Martial, which is the ordinary 
companion of his pocket, and he 
reads him as he were inſpired. Such 
men are commonly che trifling 
things 
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things of the world, good to make 
merry the company, and whom only 
men have to do withal, when they 
have nothing to do; and none are 
leſs their friends, than thoſe who 
are moſt their company. Here they 
vent ithemſelves over a cup ſomes 
what more laſtingly; all their words 
go for jeſts, and all their jeſts for 
nothing. They are nimble in the 
fancy of fome ridiculous thing; and 
reaſonable good in the expreſſion. 
Nothing ſtops a jeſt when it is 
coming, neither friends nor danger, 

but ãt muſt out howſoever, though 
their blood come out after, and 
then they emphatically rail, and 
are emphatically beaten, and com- 
monly are men reaſonable familiar 
to this. Briefly, they are ſuch whoſe 
life is but to laugh and be laughed 
at, and wits in jeſt, and fools 


in earneſt. 
LVII. A 
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A DRUNKARD 5 


IS « one that will hw a man to- 
morrow morning, but is now what 
you will make him; for he is in the 
power of the next man, and if a 
friend, the better. One that hath 
let go himſelf from the hold and 
ſtay of reaſon, and lies open to the 
mercy of all temptations. No lyſt 
but finds him diſarmed and fence- 
leſs, and with the leaſt aſſault en- 
ters. If any miſchief eſcape him, 
it was not his fault, for he laid as 
fair for it as he could. Every man 
ſees him as Cham ſaw his father, 
(the firſt of this ſin,) an uncovered 
man; and, though his garment be 
on, uncovered, the ſecreteſt parts of 
his ſoul lying in the nakedeſt man- 

| | ner 
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ner viſible: all his paſſions come 
out now, all his vanities, and thoſe 
ſhamefuller humours which Gifcre- - 
tion clothes. His body becomes at 
laſt like a mirey way, where the 
| ſpirits are beclag'diand:cannot paſs; 
all his- members are out of office, 
and his heels do but trip vp one 
another. He is a blind man with 
eyes, and a cripple: with legs. All 
the uſe he hath of this veſſel him - 
ſelf, is to hold thus much; for 
his drinking is but a ſcooping in of 
ſo many quarts, which are filled out 
into his body, and that filled out 
again into the room, which is com- 
monly as drunk as he. Tobacco 
ſerves to air him after a waſhing, 
and is his only breath and breath- 
ing while. e is the greateſt enemy 
to himfelf, and the next to his 
friend, and then moſt in the act of 
| his 
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his kindneſs, for his kindneſs is but 
trying a maſtery, who ſhall © fink 
down firſt: and men come from him 
as from a battle, wounded and bound 
up. Nothing takes a man off more 
from his credit and buſineſs, and 
makes him more rechleſſy careleſs 
what becomes of all. Indeed he 
dares not enter on a ſerious thought, 
or if he do, it is ſuch melancholy, 
that it ſends kin to be drugk 
again, 
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A Prison 


Is the grave of the living, where 
they are ſhut up from the world and 
their friends; and the worms that 
gnaw upon them, their own thoughts 
. 
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and the gaoler. A houſe of meager 
looks and ill ſmells, for lice, drink, 
and tobacco are the compound. 
Pluto's Court was expreſſed from 
this fancy; and the perſons are 
much about the ſame party that is 
there. You may aſk (as Menippus 
in Lucian) which is Nireus, which 
Therſites, which the Beggar, which 
the Knight; for they are all 
ſuited in the ſame form of a kind of 
naſty poverty. Only to be out at 
_ elbows is in faſhion here, and a 
great indecorum, not to be thread 
bare. Every man ſhews here like 
ſo many wrecks upon the ſea—here 
the ribs of a.thouſand pound 
here the relick of ſo many manors 
La doublet without buttons; and 
'tis a ſpectacle of more pity than 
executions are. The company, one 
with another, is but a vying of 

FC: complaints, 
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complaints, and the » cauſes. they 
have, to rail on Fortune, and fool 
themſelves, and there is a great deal 
of good fellowſhip in this. They 
are commonly next their creditors, 
moſt: bitter againſt the lawyers, as 
men that have had a great ſtroke in 
aſſiſting them hither. Mirth here 
is ſtupidity or hard- heartedneſs, yet 
they feign it. ſometimes to ſlip me- 
lancholy, and keep off themſelves: 
from themſelves, and the torment 
of thinking what they have been. 
Men huddle up their life here as a 
thing of no uſe, and wear it out like 
an old ſuit, the faſter the better: 
and he. that deceives the time beſt, 
beſt ſpends it. It is the place where 
new. comers are moſt welcomed, 
and next them ill news, as that 
which extends their fellowſhip in 
miſery, and leaves few to inſult, 


and 


neren 17 
and they breathe their diſcontents 
more ſecurely here, and have their 
tongues at more liberty than abroad. 
Men ſee here much ſin, and much 
calamity; and where the laſt doth 
not mortify, the other hardens; and 
thoſe that are worſe here, are deſpe- 
rately worſe, as thoſe from whom 
the horror of fin 1s taken off, and 
the puniſhment familiar. And com- 
monly a hard thought paſſes on all 
that come from this ſchool, which, 
though it teach much wiſdom, it is 
| too late, and with danger: and it 
is better be a fool, than come here 
to learn it. | 
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LIX. 7 
A SERVING Man 


IS one of the makings: up fs a 
gentleman, as well as his clothes; 
and ſomewhat in the ſame nature, 
for he is caſt behind. his maſter as 
faſhionably as his ſword and cloak 
are, and he is but in querpo with- 
out him. His properneſs qualifies 
him, and of that a good leg; for 
his head he has little uſe but to 
keep it bare. A good dull wit beſt 
ſuits with him, to comprehend. 
common ſenſe, and a trencher for 
any greater ſtore of brain, it makes 
him but tumultuous, and ſeldom 
thrives with him. He follows his 
maſter's ſteps, as well in Conditions 
as the Street: if he wench or drink, 
he comes after in an under kind, 

and. 


and thinks it a part of his duty to 
be like him: he is indeed wholly 
his maſter's, of his faction, of his 
cut, of his pleaſures: he is hand- 
ſome for his credit, and drunk for 
his oredit; and if'he have power in 
the cellar, commands the pariſh. 
He is one that keeps the beſt com- 
pany, and is none of it; for he 
Iknows all the gentlemen his maſter 
knows, and picks from them ſome 
thawking and horſe race terms, 
which he ſwaggers wi th in the ale- 
houſe, Where he is only called 
maſter. His mirth 1s bawdy jeſts 
with the wenohes, and behind the 
door bawdy.earneſt. The beſt work 
che does is his marrying, for it 
makes an honeſt woman, and if he 
follow in it his maſter's direction, 
it is e _ Oe is * 
3 Mm? i 451; 
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Is a fellow newly great and newly 


proud; one that hath put himſelf 
into another face upon his prefer- 
ment, for his own was not bred to 
it. One whom Fortune hath ſhot 
up to ſome office or authority, and 
he ſhoots up his neck to his fortune, 
and will not bate you an inch of 


either. His very countenance and 
geſture beſpeak how much he is, 
and if you underſtand him not, he 
tells you, and , concludes every 
period with his place, which you 
muſt and ſhall know. He is one 


that looks on all men as if he were 
very angry, bur eſpecially. on thoſe 
of his acquaintance, whom he beats 
off with a ſurlier diftance, as men 

* 2 q apt 
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apt to miſtake him becauſe they 

have known him: and for this cauſe 

he knows not you till you have told 

him your name, which he thinks he 

hath heard, but forgot, and with 

much ado ſeems to recover. If you 

have any thing to uſe him in, 

you are his vaſſal for that time, and 

muſt give him the patience of any 

injury, which he does only to ſhew 

what he may do. He ſnaps you 

up bitterly, becauſe he will be of- 
fended, and tells you you are ſaucy 

and troubleſome, | and ſometimes 

takes your money in this language. 
His very courteſies are intolerable; 

they are done with ſuch arrogance 

and imputation; and he is the only 
man you may hate after a good 
turn, and not be ungrateful; and 

men reckon it among their calami- 

ties to be beholding to him. No 

F 1 vice 


iy 
— 7 
1 
. 
FT 
4 
* 
* £ 
* : 
© 
. 
> 
[4 
25 
$ 
#4 
5 
o IT 
"Ff 
* { 
51 
21 
29 
1 
v8 
4 
a} 
4 
vA 
#3 
3 


8 2 1 5 Ca * 7 
—— 2x — — wes EW 25 * 
— - e $5: 7 = 

- * * * * 


162 cHaRACTERS. 
wice draws with ita more general 
hoſtility, and makes men readier to 
ſearch into his faults, and of them, 


his beginning. And no tale ſo 


unlikely but is willingly heard of 
im, and believed. And commonly 
ſuch men are of no merit at all, but 
make out in pride what they want 


in worth, and fence themſelves witn 


a ſtately kind of behaviour from that 
contempt which would purſue them. 
They are men whofe preferment 
does us a great deal of wrong, and 
When they are down, we may laugh 
at them without breach * FOO 


nature. 
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I 
| ACQUAINTANCE | 


Is the fir draught of a friend, 
whom we muſt lay down oft thus, 
as the foul copy before we can 
write perfect and true: for from 
hence, as from a probation, men 
take a degree in our reſpect, till at 
laſt they wholly poſſeſs us; for ac- 
quaintanee is the hoard, and friend- 
ſhip the part choſen out of it, by 
which at laſt we begin to impro- 
priate, and encloſe to ourſelves 
what before lay in common with 
others; and commonly where it 
grows not up to this, it falls as low 
as may be, and no poorer relation 
than old acquaintance, of whom we 
aſk only how they do, for faſhion's 
Take, and care not. The ordinary 

e : uſe 
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uſe of acquaintance is but ſome- 
what a more boldneſs of ſociety, a 
ſharing of talk, news, drink, mirth, 
together. But ſorrow 1s the right 
of a friend, as a thing nearer our 
heart, and to be delivered with it. 
Nothing eaſier than to, create ac- 
quaintance—the mere being in 
company once, doth it; whereas 
friendſhip, like children, is engen- 
dered by a more inward mixture 
and coupling together, when we are 
acquainted not with their virtues 
only, but their faults, their paſ- 
ſions, their fears, their ſname, and 
are bold on both ſides to make their 
diſcovery. And as it is in the love 
of the body, which is then at the 
height and full, when it hath power 
and admittance into the hidden and 
worſt parts of it; ſo it is in friend- 
ſhip with the mind, when thoſe 
verenda 
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verenda of the ſoul, and thoſe things 
which we dare not ſhew the world, 
are bare and detected one to the 
other. Some men are familiar with 
all, and thoſe commonly friends to 
none; for friendſhip is a ſullener 
thing, as a contractor and taker up 
bol our affections to ſome few, and 
ſuffers them not looſely to be ſcat- 
tered on all men. The pooreſt tie of 
acquaintance is that of place and 
country, which are ſhifted as the 
place, and miſt but while the fancy 
of that continues. Theſe are only 
then gladdeſt of other, when they 
meet in ſome foreign region, where 
the encompaſſing of ſtrangers unites 
them cloſer, till at laſt they get new. 
and throw off one another. Men 
of parts and eminency, as their ac 
quaintance is more ſought for, ſo 
they are generally more ſtaunch of 
| "WE. + 
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it, not out of pride only, but fear 
to ſet too many inqteonear them 
for it is with men as wich ꝓictures, 


the beſt ſhew bettur afur ff and at 


adi ſtance, amd: the cloſer yqu come 
to thein,B athe caunfer they are. The 


cbeſt judgment of a man ũs taken 


Hram his voguνt ane, for friends 
and enemies are bath partial :; 
whereas :thefe ſee him trueſt be- 
cauſe calmheſt, and are no way ſo 
engaged toilie tor. him. And men 
that grow ſtrange after acquain- 
tance ſeldum ipiece nagether again, 
as thoſe that have taſted meat and 
diſlike it, outiof amutual experience 
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AMERE COMPLIMENTAL Max 


bs one to be held: off ſtill at the 
ſame diſtance you are now; for you 
ſhall have him but thus, and if you 
enter on him further, you loſe him. 
Methinks Virgil well expreſſes him 
in thoſe: well: behaved ghoſts that 
MAneas met with, that were friends 
to talk with, and men to look on, 
but if he graſp'd them but air. 
He is one that lies kindly to you, 
and for good faſhion's fake, and 'tis 
difcourteſy in you to believe him. 
His words: are but ſo many fine 
phraſes ſet together, which ſerve 
equally for all men, and are equally 
to no purpoſe: Each freſh encounter 
with a man puts him to the ſame 
pare _ and he ors over to you; 
what 
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what he ſaid to him was laſt with 
him: he kiſſes your hands as he 
kiſſed his before, and is your ſervant 
to be commanded, but you ſhall 
intreat of him nothing. His prof- 
fers are univerſal and general, with 
exceptions againſt all particulars : 
he will do any thing for you; but 
if you urge him to this, he cannot; 
or to that, he is engaged; but he 
will. do any thing. Promiſes he 
accounts but a kind of mannerly 
words, and in the expectation vf 
your manners, not to exact them: 
if you do, he wonders at your ill 
breeding, that cannot diſtinguiſh 
betwixt what is ſpoken and what is 
meant. No man gives better ſatis- 
faction at the firſt, and comes off 
more with the eulogy of a kind gen- 
tleman, till you know him better, 
and then you xnow him for nothing. 
| And 
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And commonly thoſe moſt rail at 
him that have before moſt com- 
mended him. The beſt is, he cozens 
you in a fair manner, and abuſes you 
with greatireſpeR... 1 m b 
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gps POOR FipLes | 


TR 2 man nd a  Gddle out of caſo; | 
and he in worſe caſe than his fiddle. 
One that rubs. two ſticks together 
(as the Indians ſtrike fire); and 
rubs a poor living out of it; partly 
from this, and partly from your 
charity, which is more in the hear- 
ing, than, giving him: for he. ſells 
nothing dearer than to be gone. 
He is, juſt fo many ſtrings aboye a 
Beggar, though he have but two: 
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vod pet be begs ea. only not in 


the downright for Gocꝰs ſake,” but 
with a ſhrugging © God bleſs you, 
and his face is more pin'd than the 


blind man's. Hunger is the greateſt 
pain he takes, except a broken head 


ſometimes, and the labouring John 


Dory. Otherwiſe his life is fo 


many fits of mirth, and tis ſome. 
mirth to ſee him. A good feaſt 
mall draw him five miles by the 
noſe, and you ſhall erbele Kirfi again 
by the ſcent, His other pilgrimages 
are fairs and good houſes, where his 
devotion is greafiromhe Chriſtmas; ; 


and no man loves good times 


detter. He is in league with the 
tapſters for the worſhipful of the 
inn, whom he- torments next morn- 
ing with His art; and has their names 
more perfect than their men. A 
new ſong is better to him than a 
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new jacket, eſpecially if baudy, 
which he calls merry; and hates 
naturally the Puritan, as an enemy 
to his mirth. A country wedding 
and Whitſun ale are the two main 
places he domineers in, where he 

goes for a Muſician, and overlooks 
the bagpipe. The reſt of him is 

drunk, and in the ſtocks. | 
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153 mk beſt antiquity, and which 
we may with leaft vanity admire. 
One whom Time hath been thus 
long working, and like Winter fruit, 
ripened, when others are ſhaken 
down, He hath taken out as many 
Wr of the world as days, and 
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learnt the beſt thing in it; the vani ty 
of it. He looks over his former 
life as a danger well paſt, and would 
not hazard himſelf to begin again. 
His laſt was long broken belvre 


| his body; and yet he is glad this 


temptation is broke too, and that 
he is fortified from it by his weak - 


neſs. The next door of death ſads 


him not, but he expects it calmly 


as his turn of nature, and fears more 


his recoiling back to childiſhneſs 


than duſt. All men look on him 


as a common father, and on old 
age, for his ſake, as A reverend 
thing. His very preſence and face 


puts vice out of countenance, and 
N it an indecorum in a vicious 


man. He practiſes his experience 
upon oh without the harſhneſs 
of reproof, and in his counſel is 
good company. . has ſome old 

er | | ſtories 
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_ ſtories ſtill, of his own, ſeeing, to 
confirm what he ſays, and makes 
them better in the telling; yet is 
not troubleſome neither with the 
ſame tale again, but remembers 
with them, how oft he has told 
them. His old ſayings and morals 
ſeem proper to his beard, and the 
poetry of Cato does well out of his 
mouth, and he ſpeaks it as if he 
were the author. He is not apt to 
put the boy on a younger man, nor 
the fool on a boy, but can diſtin- 
guiſh gravity from a ſour look, and 
the lefs teſty he is, the more re- 
garded.  You;muſt pardon him if 
he like bis own times better than 
theſe, becauſe thoſe things are follies 
to him now that were wiſdom. then ; 'P 
yet he makes us of that opinion too 
when, we ſee. him, and conjecture 
| thoſe times by ſo good a relick.. 
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He is à man capable of a dearnefs 
with the youngeſt men, yet he is 
not youthfuller for them, but they 
older for him, and no man credits 
more his acquaintaer. He goes 
away at laſt too Toh whenſbe ver, 
wich all men 's ſorrow but his own; 
atid hrs wass i is "OW wen it is 
twice as old. OTE 
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"4 one chat this nothing to de with 
hts bufiniefs, and yet no man bufiet 
than he, ant his'buſinefs is: roſt in 
his face. Fre is one who thrufts 
himſelf vldlently into all empfoy- 
ments, unfent for; unfred, and many 
times unthanKed ; and his part. in it 
IS 
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is only an eager buſtling; that ra- 
ther keeps ado than does any thing. 
He will take you aſide, and queſ- 
tion you of your affair, and liſten 
with both ears and loo earneſtly; 
and then it is nothing ſo much 
your's as his. Hie fnatches What 
you are doing out of your hands, 
and cries © Give it me, and does it 
worſe, and lays an engagement 
upon you too, and yo mult thank 
him for this pains. He Jays you 
down a hundred wild plots, all 
impoſfible things, which you muſt 
be ruled by per foree, ind he deli- 
vers them with a ſerious and eu 
ſelling forehead, and there is a great 
deal more wiſdom in his forehead 
than his head. He will woo for 
you, ſolicit for you, and woo you 
to ſuffer him ; and ſcarce any thing 
done, wherein his letter, or his 
5 journey, 
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journey, or at leaſt himſelf is not 
ſeen, if he have no taſk in it elſe: 
he will rail yet on ſome ſide, and is 
often beaten when he need not. 
Such men never thoroughly weigh 
any buſineſs, but are forward only 
to ſhew their zeal; when many times 
this forwardneſs ſpoils it, and then, 
they cry they have done what they, + 
can, that is, as much hurt. Wiſe 
men, ſtill, deprecate theſe men's 
kindneſſes, and are beholding to 
them rather to let them alone, as 
being one trouble more in all bu- 
ſineſs, and which a man ſhall be 
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wy FLATTERER | 


3 the picture of a friend, and as 


pictures ' flatter many times, fo he 
oft ſhews fairer than the true ſub- 
ſtance: his look, converſation, 


company, and all the outwardneſs 


of friendſhip, more pleaſing by 


odds; for a true friend dare take 


the liberty to be ſometimes offen- 
five, whereas he is a great” deal 
more cowardly, and will not let the 


leaſt hold go, for fear of loſing you. 
Your mere four look affrights him, 
and makes him doubt his caſheer- 
ing. And xhis is one ſure mark of 


him, that he is never firſt angry, 


wrong, to make ſatisfaction. There 
fore he is never yoked with a pobr 
e | man, 
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man, or any that ſtands. on the 
lower ground, but whoſe fortunes 
may tempt his pains to deceive 
him: him he learns firſt; and grows 
perfecter in his humours than him- 


ſelf, and by this door enters upon 


his ee which he is able at laſt 
to take the very print; and marks, 
and faſhion his own by it, like 2 


falſe key, to open all Your ſecrets, 


All his. affections 4 JUMP, even. with 
your's,; he is before hand with Jour 


thoughts, and able to ſuggeſt them 


unto. you. He will commend to 
you. firſt what he knows you like, 
and hath always ſame abſurd. ftory 
or other of your. enemy, and then 
wonders how your two opinions 
ſhould jump in chat man. He will 
aſk. your counſel ſometimes, as a 


man of deep judgment, and has 
a Jooret. of 9 to diſcloſe you, 


and 
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and whatſoever you ſay, is per- 
ſuaded. He liſtens to your words 
with great attention, and ſometimes 
will object, that you may confute 
him, and then proteſts he never 
heard ſo much before. A piece of 
wit burſts him with an overflowing 
laughter, and he remembers it for 
you to all companies, and laughs 
again in the telling. Hes one Who 
never chides you but for your vir- 
tues as ob are too good, too 
hoe; too religious,” when his 
chiding may ſeem but the earneſter 
evininendation; and yet would fain 
ctiide you. out of them too; fort 
your vice is the thing he has uſe” 
of, and wherein you may beſt 
uſe him, and he is never more active 
than in the worſt diligences. Thus“ 
at laſt he poſſeſſes you from your- 
ſelf, and then expects but his hire 


to 
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to betray you. And it is a happi- 
neſs not to betray you to diſcover 
him, for as long as you are. happy. 
mou mall not. 
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5 Ic one chat Jooks like a W 
man, but is not: you may forgive 
him his looks for his worth's ſake, 
for they are only too proud to be 
baſe. One whom no rate can buy 
off from the leaſt price of his free- 
dom, and make him digeſt an un- 
worthy thought an hour. He cannot 
crouch to a great man to poſſeſs 
him, nor fall low to the earth to 
rebound never ſo high again. He 

ſtands 
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ſtands taller on his bottom, than 
others on the advantage ground of 
fortune, as having ſolidly that 
honour of which title is but the 
pomp. He does homage to no 
man for his great ſtile's ſake, but is 
ſtrictly juſt in the exaction of reſpect 

again, and will not bate you a 
compliment. He is more ſenſible 
of a neglect than an undoing, and 
ſcorns no man ſo much as his ſurly 

| threatener. A man quickly fired, 
and quickly laid down with ſatis- 
faction, but remits any injury ſooner 
than words; only to- himſelf he is 
irreconcileable, whom he never 
_ forgives a diſgrace, but is ſtill 
ſtabbing himſelf with the thought 
of it, and no diſeaſe that he dies of 
ſooner. He is one that had rather 
mou than be beholding for his lits, 
R 5 and. 
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and ſtrives more to be quit with 
his friend than his'enemy. Fortune 
may kill him, but not deject him, 
nor make him fall into an humbler 
key than before; but he is now 
loftier than ever in his own defence; 
you ſhall hear him talk ſtill after 
thouſands, and he becomes it better 
than thoſe that have it. One that is 
above the world and its drudgery, 
and cannot pull down his thoughts 
to the pelting bufineſſes of life. 
He would ſooner accept the gal- 
lows than a mean trade, or any 
thing that might diſparage the 
height of man in him, and yet thinks 
no death comparably baſe to hang- 
ing neither. One that will do 
nothing upon command, though he 
would do it otherwiſe; and if ever 
he do evil, it is when he is dared 

to 
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to it. He is one, that if fortune equal 
his worth, puts a luſtre in all pre- 
ferment; but if otherwiſe he be too 
much croſſed, turns deſperately me- 
lancholy, and ſcorns mankind, 


LXVIII. 
A LASCIVIOUS MAN 


1 the 3 he ſays, of many 
miſtreſſes, but are all but his luſt, 
to which only he is faithful, and 
none beſides, and ſpends his beſt 
blood and ſpirits in the ſervice. 
His ſoul is the bawd to his body, 
and thoſe that aſſiſt him in this na- 
ture the neareſt to it. No man 
abuſes more the name of love, or 
| 2 thoſe 
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thoſe whom he applies this name 


to; for his love is like his ſtomach, 


to feed on what he loves, and the 
end of it, to ſurfeit and loath; till 


a freſh appetite rekindle him; and 


it kindles on any ſooner than who 


deſerve beſt of him. There is a 
great deal of malignity 1n this vice, 
for it loves ſtill to ſpoil the beſt 
things, and a virgin ſometimes ra- 
ther than beauty, becauſe the un- 
doing her is greater, and conſe- 
quently his glory. No man laughs 


more at his ſin than he, or is fo ex- 


tremely tickled with the remem- 


brance of it; and he is more violent 


to a modeſt ear than to her he de- 


flowered. ' A bawdy jeſt enters deep 


into him, and whatſoever you ſpeak 
he will draw to bawdy; and his wit 
is never ſo good as here. His un- 
Mor; chaſteſt 
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chaſteſt part is his tongue, for that 
commits always what he muſt act 
ſeldomer; and that commits with 
all which he acts with few; for he 
is his own worſt reporter, and men 
believe as bad of him, and yet do 
not believe him. Nothing harder 
to his perſuaſion than a chaſte man, 
no eunuch; and makes a ſcoffing 
miracle at it, if you tell him of a 
maid. And from this miſtruſt it is 
that ſuch men fear marriage, or at 
leaſt marry ſuch as are of bodies to 
be truſted, to whom only they ſell 
that luſt which they buy of others, 
and make their wife a revenue to 
their miſtreſs. They. are men not 
eaſily reformed, becauſe they are ſo 
little 11] perſuaded of their illneſs, 
and have ſuch pleas from man and 
nature. Beſides, it is a jeering and 

R3 flouting 
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flouting vice, and apt to put jeſts 

on the reprover. The pox only 
converts them, and that only when 
it kills them. 


LXIX. 


A RASH Max | 


Gn a man too quick for himſelf; ; 
one whoſe actions put a leg ſtill be- 
fore his judgment, and out- run it. 
Every hot fancy or paſſion is the 
ſignal that ſets him forward, and 
his reaſon comes ſtill in the rear. 
One that has brain enough, but not 
patience to digeſt a buſineſs, and 
ſtay the leiſure of a ſecond thought. 
All deliberation i is to him a kind of 
Noth 
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ſloth and freezing of action, and it 
ſhall burn him rather than take 
cold. He is always reſolved at 
firſt thinking, and the ground he 
goes upon, is hap what may. Thus 
he enters not, but throws himſelf 
violently upon all things, and for 
the moſt part is as violently upon 
all off again; and as an obſtinate 
£ I will* was the preface to his un- 
dertaking, ſo his concluſion is com- 
monly © I would I had not,” for 
ſuch men ſeldom do any thing that 
they are' not forced to take in 
pieces again, and are ſo much fur- 
ther off from doing it, as they have 
done already. His friends are with 
him as his phyſicians, ſought to 
only in his ſickneſs and extremity, 
and to help him out of that mire 
he hath plunged himſelf into; for 
- In the ſuddenneſs of his paſſions he 
LE would 
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would hear nothing, and now his ill 
ſucceſs hath allayed him — he hears 
too late. He is a man ſtill ſwayed 
with the firſt reports, and no man 
more in the power of a pick-thank 

than he. He is one will fight firſt, 


and then expoſtulate; condemn 
firſt, and then examine. He looſes 


his friend in a fit of quarrelling, 
and in a fit of kindneſs undoes 
himſelf ; and then curſes the occa- ' 
ſion that drew this miſchief upon 


him, and cries © God's mercy for it, 
and curſes again. His repentance 


is merely a rage againſt himſelf, 


and he does ſomething in itſelf to 


be repented again. He is a man 
whom fortune muſt go againſtmuch 


to make him happy, for had he 


been ſuffered his own way, he had 
been undone. 


ILXX. A 


* 


CHARACTERS. 189 


LXX. 
A PROPHANE Man 


Is one that denies God as far as 
the law gives him leave; that is, 
only doth not ſay ſo in downright 

terms, for ſo far he may go. A 
man that doth the greateſt ſins - 
calmly, and as the ordinary actions 
of life, and as calmly diſcourſes of 
1t again. He will tell you his bu- 


ſineſs is to break ſuch a command- 


ment, and the breaking of the 
commandment ſhall tempt him to 
it. His words are but ſo many 
vomitings, caſt up to the loath- 
ſomeneſs of the hearers, only thoſe 
of his company 'loath' it not. 
He will take upon him with oaths 
to pelt ſome tenderer man out of 
304.3 his 
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his company, and makes good 
ſport at his conqueſt over the 
Puritan fool. The ſcripture ſup- 
plies him for jeſts, and he reads it 
on purpoſe to be thus merry, He 
will prove you his ſin out of the 
bible, and then aſk if you will not 


take that authority. He never ſees 


the church, but on purpoſe to ſleep 


i; ot when ſome ſilly man 
preaches with whom he means to 


make ſport ; and is maſt jocund i in 
the church. One that nicknames 
clergymen with all the terms- of 
reproach, as, Rat, Black Coat, and 
the like, which he will be ſure to 


keep up, and never calls them by 


any other. That ſings pſalms when 


he is drunk, and cries God have 
mercy” in mockery, for he muſt do 


it. He is one who ſeems to dare 
| God 
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God in all his actions, but indeed 
would out- dare the opinion of. him, 
which would elſe turn him deſpe- 
rate; for Atheiſm is the refuge of 
ſuch ſinners, whoſe repentance would 


be only to hang themſelves. 


LIXI. 
. | ow Comanp. 


Is the man that is commonly moſt 
fierce againſt the coward," and la- 
bobring to take off this fuſpicion 
from himſelf; for the opinion of 
valour is a good protection to thoſe 
that dare not uſe it. No man is 
| more valiant than he in civil com- 
pany, and where he thinks no dan- 
ger 
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ger may come on it; and is the 


readieſt man to fall upon a Drawer 
and thoſe that muſt not ſtrike again. 
Wonderful exceptious and choleric 
where he ſees men are loath to give 
him occaſion, and you cannot 
pacify him better than by quarrel- 
ing with him: the hotter you grow, 
the more temperate man is he; he 
proteſts he always honoured you, 
and the more you rail upon him 
the more he honours you, and you 
threaten him at laſt into a very 
honeſt quiet man. The ſight of a 
ſword wounds him more ſenſibly 
than the ſtroke, for before that 
come he is dead already. Every 
man is his maſter that dare beat 


him, and every man dares that 


knows him. And he that dare do 
this, is the only man can do much 
with 
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with him; for his friend he cares 
not for, as a man that carries no 
ſuch terror as his enemy, which, for 
this cauſe only, is more potent with 
him of the two. And men fall out 
with him on purpoſe to get courte- 
ſies from him, and be bribed again 
to a reconcilement. A man in 
whom no ſecret can be bound up, 
for the apprehenſion of each danger 
looſens him, and makes him be- 
wray both the room and it. He 

is a Chriſtian merely for fear of 
hell fire; and if any religion could 
fright him more, would be of 
that. | | : 


1 
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LXXII. 
A SORDID RICH Man 

Is a beggar of a fair eſtate; of 
whoſe wealth we may ſay, as of 
other men's unthriftineſs, that it 
has brought him to this. When he 
had nothing, he lived in another 
kind of faſhion. He is a man 
whom men hate in his own behalf, 
for uſing himſelf thus; and yet, 
being upon himſelf, it is but juſtice; 
for he deſerves it. Every acceſſion 
of a freſh heap abates him ſo much 
of his allowance, and brings him a 
degree nearer ſtarving. His body 
had been long ſince deſperate, but 


for the reparation of other men's 


tables, where he hoards meat in his 
belly 
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belly for a month, to maintain him 
in hunger ſo long. His clothes 
were never young in our memory; 
you might make long epochas from 
them, and put them into the al- 
manack with the Dear year, and the 
Great froſt, and he is known by 
them longer than his face. He is 
one who never gave alms in his life, 
and yet is as charitable to his neigh- 
bour as himſelf. He will redeem 
a penny with his reputation, and 
loſe all his friends to boot; and his 
reaſon is, he will not be undone. 
He never pays any things, but with 
ſtrictneſs of law, for fear of which 
only he ſteals not. He loves to 
pay ſhort a ſhilling or two in a 
great ſum, and is glad to gain that 
when he can no more. He never 
ſees a friend, but in a journey to 

8 2 ſave 
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ſave the charges of an inn, and then 
only is not ſick; and his friends 
never ſee him, but to abuſe him. 
He is a fellow indeed of a kind of 
frantick thrift, and one of the 

ſtrangeſt things that wealth can 


>, 


LXXIII. 
A MERE GREAT MAN 


I S ſo much heraldry without ho- 
nour; himſelf leſs real than his 
title. His virtue is, that, he was 
his father's ſon, and all the expecta- 
tion of him to beget another. A 
man that lives merely to preſerve 
another's memory, and let us know 

who 
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who died ſo many years ago. One 
of juſt as much uſe as his images A 
only he differs in this, that he can 
ſpeak himſelf, and ſave the fellow 
of Weſtminſter a labour; and he 
remembers nothing better than 
what was out of his life. His 
Grandfather and their acts are his 
diſcourſe, and he tells them with 
more glory than they did them; 
and it is well. they did enough, or 
elſe he had wanted matter: his 
other ſtudies are his ſports, and 
thoſe vices that are fit for great 
men. Every vanity of his has his 
officer, and is a ſerious employment 
for his ſervants. He talks loud 
and bawdily, and ſcurvily, as a part 
of ſtate, and they hear him with 
reverence. All good qualities are 
below him, and eſpecially learning; 
"* „ except 
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except ſome parcels of the Chroni- 
cle, and the writing of his name, 
which he learns to write not to be 
read. He is merely of his ſervants 
faction, and their inſtrument for 
their friends and enemies, and is 
always leaft thanked for his own 
courteſies, They that fool him 
moſt do moſt with him, and he 
little thinks how many laugh at 
him bare headed. No man is kept 
in ignorance more of himſelf and 
men, for he hears nought but flat- 
tery, and what is fit to be ſpoken, 
truth, with ſo much preface, that it 
loſes itſelf. Thus he lives till his 
tomb be made ready, and is then 
a grave ſtatue to poſterity. 


LXXIV. Ax 
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AN ORDINARY HONEST © 
_ FELLOW > 


Is one whom it concerns to be 
called honeſt, for if he were not 
this, he were nothing; and yet he 
is not this neither, but a good dull 
vicious fellow, that complies well 
with the deboliſhments of the time, 
and is fit for it. One that has no 
good part in him to offend his 
company, or make him to be ſuſ- 
pected a proud fellow; but is ſo- 
ciably a dunce, and fociably a 
drinker ; that does it fair and above 
board, without legerdemain, and 
neither ſharks for a cup nor a 
reckoning : that is kind over his 

beer, 
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beer, and proteſts he loves you, - 
and begins to you again, and loves 
you again, One that quarrels with 
no man, but for not pledging him, 
but takes all abſurdities, and com- 
mits as many, and is no tell-tale the 
next morning, though he can re- 
member it. One that will fight 
for his friend if he hear him abuſed, 
and his friend commonly is he that 
is moſt likely, and he lifts up many 
a jug in his defence. He rails 
againſt none but cenſurers, againſt 
whom he thinks he rails lawfully, 
and cenſures all thoſe that are 
better than himſelf. Theſe good 
properties qualify him for honeſty 
enough, and raiſe him high in the 
ale-houſe commendation, who, if 
he had any other good quality, 
would be named by that; but now, 
for 
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for refuge, he is an honeſt man, and 
hereafter a ſot; only thoſe that 
commend him think not ſo, and 
thoſe that commend him are honeſt 
fellows. A | 
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